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Welcome to Queensferry Primary School 
 
Mrs Karen MacGregor is Head Teacher at the School.   
Mrs Alison McLean and Mrs Iona Watson are the Depute Headteachers.  
 
The Early Stages Department 
 
In October 2019, a new extension opened which has provided 4 classrooms for our 
P1 children (please look at the virtual tour on our website).  Alongside teachers, 
there will be Pupil Support Assistants who also work with the children, and a 
dedicated Early Year Practitioner to support play.  Pupil Support Assistants support 
learning in classrooms and supervise the children at break times. 
 

 
 
 
In line with all Scottish schools, learning is planned around the experiences and 
outcomes in Curriculum for Excellence. You can find out more about this at the 
Education Scotland website: www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone 
      
Education is constantly changing, and we like to share this with you.  This may be 
through sending home termly overviews, sharing what the children will be learning, 
or inviting you in for Family Learning events.  The first event will be a meeting at 
the beginning of our Primary 1 term when we invite you to come to school to share 
information about the curriculum being taught and to discuss the ways in which 
you can help your child.  This will allow you to play an active role in your child’s 
education, which is so vital for their success at school.  Throughout the session, the 
class teacher will send home details about your child’s progress and next steps in 
learning.  We look forward to everyone working in partnership. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone


     
 

 
Learning in Primary One 

 

At Queensferry Primary School we want our children to develop vital skills and 
knowledge and a positive attitude to learning.  We use many learning and teaching 
approaches and within this we aim to make learning as active as possible.   
 

We want our pupils to develop a joy for learning and build on                                          
their experiences in nursery and at home. 

 

Play Based Learning – What Does This Mean? 
 
Play based learning involves children using their investigating, exploring, 
communication and creative skills in meaningful play experiences and activities to 
enhance their learning.  Key to learning in this way are opportunities for 
spontaneous, planned and purposeful play.  We provide a range of open-ended 
resources to allow children to develop their interests, and through focused 
observations, extend the play to develop skills and understanding. 
 

While most of our time - particularly at the start of the year - is spent in play, we 
balance this with direct teaching time, usually in smaller groups, to help teachers to 
get to know the children well, and to ensure that the children receive a high level of 
teacher support. 
 
This helps children adopt a positive attitude to school and enable them to become: 
 

➢ Successful learners  
➢ Confident individuals 
➢ Responsible citizens  
➢ Effective contributors  

 
These are the four capacities embedded within ‘Curriculum For Excellence.’ 
 

 



What does a play based approach aim to do? 
 

Play  based learning in our school aims to: 
 

➢ Make the transition between Nursery and Primary 1 as smooth as 
possible. 

➢ Ensure continuity of play and learning experiences and environment. 
➢ Provide enjoyable as well as challenging learning experiences for children 

where they are actively engaged throughout the day. 
 
 

 
 

What might a play based environment look like? 
 
Each class will still have their assigned classroom and we will also make good use of 
the generous shared area outside the classroom and in our school playground.  Some 
areas will be teacher led and other areas will be for choice.  The classroom set up 
will encourage the continued development of your child’s skills, interests and 
independence. This should include the use of imaginative and interesting resources 
which will stimulate curiosity, challenge, investigation and creativity. 
 
All aspects of the curriculum can be explored outside and where possible your child 
will continue to experience learning in an outdoor environment. 
 
More formal maths and language programmes will also be taught as we want our 
children to benefit from a strong basis in literacy and numeracy too.  We use SEAL 
(the Stages of Early Mathematical Learning) and the Edinburgh Literacy Rich 
programme.  Within these we use resources which include Jolly Phonics, The 
Oxford Reading Tree and Teejay maths.  The emphasis will be on delivering these 
programmes in active and engaging ways.    
 
Learning experiences and activities will encourage children to make links across 
different areas of the curriculum and use their skills in new situations.  This will 
help to foster self-confidence and independence. 

 



               

 
The children will also be introduced to a wider curriculum through Curriculum for 
Excellence. The curricular areas that will be taught are Languages and Literacy, 
Mathematics and Numeracy, Social Studies, Sciences, Technologies, Expressive 
Arts, Health and Wellbeing and Religious and Moral Education. 
 
Each term we will share ways you can help your child at home – these home 
learning activities may be, for example, reading practice, sounds and common 
words work, or using number or maths skills while playing or helping at home. 
From time to time, home learning may also include other aspects of the curriculum. 
 
Do not hesitate to contact any member of staff if you have any questions about 
your child’s education. 
 
Starting School 
The first two days of the school year are Wednesday 17th August and Thursday 
18th August. 
 
Last year, half the class attended on the Wednesday, and then the other half on the 
Thursday.  This plan may be amended so we are waiting on guidance from the 
Council before we confirm your child’s start date.  Once we have this information, 
we’ll share this with you. 
 
All children then attend for the Friday morning (usually to 12 noon - this is an 
earlier finish than normal but allows for children to be collected from a quiet 
playground). 
 
Monday 22nd August Primary One children attend for full days  
 
From this Monday all children will attend from 8.55am to 2.45pm Monday to 
Thursday (lunch is between 12 noon and 12.45pm).   On Fridays the children will 
attend from 8.55am - 12.20pm.   
 
        
Starting school is an adventure for most children but it can be a very tiring 
experience.  We will be planning for this when we organise the children’s day.  
There will be many opportunities for play and choice with new classmates. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Life in Primary 1 
 
Staff will be on hand to welcome your child to school as they arrive in school.  We 
operate a soft start from 8.45am each morning. One of our teachers or Pupil 
Support Assistants will be at the door to welcome the children and will take 
messages from you if needed. 
 
 

 
 
 
Once children attend school for a whole day they can either go home for lunch, 
returning at 12.45pm, or stay in school for lunch.  All children in P1 to P3 are 
entitled to a free school meal.  When the new menu is available we will share this 
on our website for you to look at with your child. Please take time to discuss the 
menu together to ensure that your child is happy with their choice of lunch. 
Lunches are ordered for the children from a 4-week menu rota.  If your child 
doesn’t want a school lunch then a packed lunch can be brought from home.  
 
We use an online system for money called ParentPay and almost all payments in 
school are made in this way.  You will be able to sign up for this nearer the time 
when your child starts school. Lunches are also ordered using this system and must 
be ordered by the Wednesday evening for the following week. 
 

 

 



 
 

 
Please encourage your child to dress and undress by themselves so that he/she can 
do this for gym times.  PE kits consisting of shorts, t-shirts and spare socks should 
be in a named bag, which remains in your child’s classroom throughout the term.  
Your child will be encouraged to take the bag home at holiday breaks so that the PE 
kit can be cleaned and returned at the beginning of the new term.  All children 
change out of their coats and outdoor shoes when they enter the building, so 
practising this at home would be a great way to encourage independence in school. 
Gym shoes are worn inside our building and these are kept in the classroom and 
remain in school.  
 

 
 
Please name all clothing clearly.  As most children wear school sweatshirts and 
polo shirts they often become mixed up if they are not named.  Each year we have 
many items of clothing un-named and subsequently unclaimed at the end of a 
term.  Don’t forget wellington boots – they all seem to look alike if you are only 4 
or 5 years old!   
 
Always look inside your child’s book bag to find any letters, which may have been 
sent home.  We use electronic communication to keep in touch with families, but 
from time to time there will be forms with reply slips or community information 
which will be shared.  There is also a monthly newsletter from Mrs MacGregor 
which is full of school news and events. 
 

 

 



Please inform us by telephone or letter of any change to your child’s usual 
arrangements for coming or going home from school.  
 

 

 
 
 
Miss Christine Bell, Mrs Fiona Knapp, Mrs Lisa Topping, Miss Jenny Thomson and 
Mrs Jakki Lee and are our Pupil Support Assistants in the P1 this session.  Staff will 
be with the children at morning break and lunchtime when they undertake 
playground supervision.    
 

 
 
We are very security conscious and have a controlled entry system operating at the 
main entrance during the day with all other doors locked.  Please use the main 
entrance when visiting the school out with the normal entry and exit times. You 
should then report to the school office where Mrs Jillian Langton or Mrs Jodi 
Anderson will provide you with a visitor’s badge.  In this way we can keep a record 
of all people in the school at any time.  When bringing your child to school in the 
morning or collecting him/her at the end of the day we would ask that you do so 
via the P1 entrances. 
 
It would be appreciated if parents would wait in the playground, outside these 
entrances, allowing your child to enter and leave independently. 
 
 

 



 
 
If you need to speak to your child’s teacher or any other member of staff, please 
make a suitable appointment at the school office or email your child’s teacher 
directly (email addresses are on our school website). 
 
We are again able to welcome parent helpers throughout the school.  Some 
volunteers help once a week, others only occasionally.  If you would like to offer 
your services many jobs await you e.g.                                                                 
 supervising children at an activity  
  baking, craft, art etc. 
 reading stories and helping children change shared readers 

setting up play activities 
supporting children with small literacy/numeracy tasks 

         out of school visits 
 
 

                
 

 
If you would like to come into school to help as a volunteer, please contact your 
child’s teacher to indicate the days and times most convenient to you.  You will be 
required to complete a Protection of Vulnerable Groups form, which will require 
you to provide detailed information about yourself.  
 

Happy children are very important to us. 
 

Let’s all work together to make your child a happy,  
hard-working and successful learner here at  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


