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Dear Parents and Carers,    

January is moving at a pace and it’s hard to believe that we are more than halfway through this month.   I 

hope this year is happy and healthy for you and your families. 

Although school life still has many restrictions and challenges, we have settled in again to this new term 

following the holidays.   We continue to have many mitigations in place which help us be as safe a learning 

environment as possible. 

If your child is unwell, please remember that you must call the school before 9am using the absence 

number on the first morning and leave a message including the reason for non-attendance (be exact about 

the illness rather than ‘unwell’ as this is needed for monitoring).   A phone call is required every day unless 

a return to school date is given in the first message.  Our absence line is available 24 hours a day.  We 

would appreciate all families calling school rather than staff needing to call you.   

Child Protection                                                                                                                                                                                

On the January in-service day, all staff took part in Child Protection training (full training takes place every 

three years but we also take part in an update to our training each August when we return to school).  One 

of the aspects that we looked at was how to keep children safe online.   

We considered advice for families and I wanted to share two key sites that will be of interest to you: 

1. Police Scotland have an area dedicated to this on their website and, as well as their advice, there 

are a range of links for further information: 

Keep secure online - Police Scotland 

2. ParentZone has an online safety programme which has been created in partnership with Google 

called ‘Be Internet Legends’.  The aim of this programme is to help 7-to-11 year-olds become safer, 

more confident explorers of the online world.  For parents, it offers free downloadable activities 

and drop-in live events to help understand and support a child's online world 

 

Be Internet Legends | Parent Zone 
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From our PTA:                                                                                                                                                                                    

We start 2022 with a massive thank you for all your support for the Christmas Raffle.  Again we were overwhelmed 

by the donations received from the school community and from Queensferry businesses which meant there were 

some amazing prizes up for grabs.  Over £1600 was raised which will go directly to enhancing the school day of every 

child in the school. THANK YOU and, you never know, we may be able to run a Christmas Fayre this year which we 

know is one of the highlights of the school calendar and has been much missed since 2019! Fingers crossed.  The 

Playground Improvement Group has been meeting - thank you to Lorna Bark for working with the House Captains to 

get the pupils ideas for what they would like to see in the playground.    Look out for a call for volunteers to help clear 

out the loose parts shed soon to make way for lots of new fun items.  Similarly we will be putting a call out for items - 

watch this space on the what, when and where!   Please keep a look out for PTA meeting emails - we would love to 

have new parents and carers to join us. 

Anne-Marie, Lisa, Jillian and Liz 

Scots Week                                                                                                                                                                                       

We are delighted that this year pupils in Primary 4, 5, 6 and 7 will be able to take part in our Burns Poetry 

Competition.  This is a highlight of the year and we missed hearing the recitals from everyone last year.  

Each class will have a competition and one child will then represent that class in the final next Friday, 28th 

January.  The finalists will be filmed reciting their poems and staff will share this with classes and vote for 

their P4/5 and P6/7 winners.  That morning our dining staff will provide shortbread for our Primary 4 and 5 

pupils to enjoy and our Primary 6 and 7 pupils will have a Burns supper of haggis, neeps and tatties in their 

classrooms.  Not quite the big Burns Supper we would normally have with everyone in our hall but a step in 

the right direction this year.  The children always put such a lot of effort into learning their poem and Iook 

forward to hearing them next week.   

Four of our P6 girls, Blythe, Kirsty, Kaly and Sophie, have put together a lovely colouring booklet for our 

Primary 1 – 3 children.  They are raising money for Marie Curie Cancer Research and the booklet is themed 

for Scots Week and will cost 50p with all money going to this worthwhile charity.   If your child wishes to 

buy one, please send in the 50p next week. 

Languages Week Scotland (week beginning Monday 31st January)                                                                                                                                                           

We are planning to celebrate Languages Week in school and are looking for volunteers whose first 

language is not English to come to school to read a well know book or talk to the children in their language 

and maybe even teach them how to say:                                                                                                                            

Hello            My name is ....          What's your name? 

Due to Covid restrictions these meetings with classes would have to take place outdoors but we have 

seating in our Quiet Garden and our Outdoor Classroom and hopefully the weather will be kind that week. 

Please contact me at the following email address if you would like to come to school to support this work: 
alison.mclean@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk 
 
Alternatively, if you wanted to make a short film which could be shared with classes that would be great 
and would reach more pupils.  If you decide to do this please send it to my email address.  

mailto:alison.mclean@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk


 

 

 

Diary dates                                                                                                                                                                                

Our next House Morning will be on Friday 11th February.   This is the morning before the half term holiday.  

The children finish that day at 12.20pm or 12.35pm as usual. 

Everyone then returns on Monday 21st February. 

We have parents’ evening meetings planned for Tuesday 8th and Thursday 10th March.  More information 

will come home about how to book an appointment for now this is just a date for your diary – thank you. 

 

And finally, thank you for sending the children in cosy clothes.  Where possible, it is lovely to see that the 

top layer is school uniform.     

My very best wishes,  

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                  

Head Teacher  

 

 


