
 

 

                  Newsletter  November 2021 

 

 

           Website: http://www.queensferryps.wordpress.com/ 

           Twitter:  @QueensferryPS 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,    

This term seems to be flying in already – and I can’t believe that we are planning for Christmas! 

As always, I am happy to share the November newsletter with you.  We try to keep you as up-to-date as 

possible with school news.  This means regular emails for news that needs shared quickly and then a 

monthly newsletter such as this providing a school update. 

Firstly, this month, I’d like to share with you that Mrs Jodi Anderson has joined our office team as our 

Clerical Assistant.  She works alongside Mrs Jillian Langton, our School Administrator.  They are on hand to 

help you with most practical matters and queries which you may have (for example school lunches, 

ParentPay, uniform orders etc).   Please don’t hesitate to contact them on admin@queensferry-

pri.edin.sch.uk or 331 1349.   

As we move towards Winter, I’d like to ask for your continued support with phoning in school absence.  

We spend a great deal of time each morning ensuring that we can account for every child.  Please phone 

school each morning of your child’s absence giving clear details of the reason for absence, or share when 

you first phone, the day that your child will return to school.  This is needed for registers.   If we can’t 

account for your child, we may have to phone your emergency contact or make a home visit. 

We are seeing an increase in the number of positive Covid cases, so we are asking everyone to stay vigilant 

for symptoms.   We are so grateful to you for this as it keeps us all as safe as possible.     Please do phone to 

report a positive or negative PCR test as both are needed for school records.  The report of the negative 

test needs to be before your child can return to school. 

It is disappointing that we can’t yet have wider school events – we miss having parents and carers in school 
and I know you must miss visiting classrooms, seeing assemblies, and being part of your child’s school life 
within the building.  However, for now, the guidance continues to be the same.  Part of this then means 
that there won’t be a P1 nativity performance. However P1 will be learning about the nativity story and will 
make a festive video which will be shared with families.  

This means that we must continue to ask you to wait at the school front door and not come into the 

building unless this is a pre-planned appointment.   Staff will always be on hand to come to the front door 

to talk to you.   Thank you for your understanding with this. 
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School clothes                                                                                                                                                             

Thank you for being so supportive with an alternative uniform on PE days.  On these days we’d like to see a 

school sweatshirt or jumper. 

As the weather can change so many times in one day, the children do need a cosy waterproof jacket every 

day.   The children will be playing outside in most weathers. 

We keep all classrooms well ventilated and this can make them cool.   School sweatshirts with layers 

underneath are needed for warmth as we move towards the colder months. 

School Photos                                                                                                                                                                              

We have booked our School Photographer to be in school again next May – and will be able to have class 

and individual photos on this day.  The date for this is Wednesday 11th May, and we will send reminders in 

plenty of time.  

School Lunches                                                                                                                                                                                           

Our kitchen provides a really good choice for the children every day.  Please do talk to your child when 

choosing so that what is ordered for them is something that they know they like.  This is particularly worth 

doing now that the children are familiar with the menu options.  Thank you.  

Support for families                                                                                                                                                        

We shared information from the Ferry Elves last week – please do come and talk to me if you would 

appreciate support for them.  We’d be really happy to help. 

We’ve also been asked to share this update with you too: 

Lifelong Learning Parent and Carer Support are delighted to launch our new Support for 

Families information pages on the Council website at www.edinburgh.gov.uk/supportforfamilies 

Flu Vaccination                                                                                                                                                                   

If your children missed their flu vaccination in school, you can contact the Community Vaccination Team on 

0131 446 4082 to arrange a clinic appointment. 

Thank you                                                                                                                                                                                            

Our thanks for your support to our Poppy Appeal – we raised £201.90. 

And our thanks too for your support to our Children in Need morning.  We LOVED seeing the children in 

fancy dress.  £652.35 was sent to Children in Need. 

Christmas is always a special time in school.   Although we can’t have large gatherings, we will be able to 

plan class events and celebrations.   Within the newsletter, I’ll share some key dates for you to note.  

We are hoping that the Christmas Cards designed by the children arrive in the next week or so and then 

these will be distributed as quickly as possible.  Many thanks for all the orders placed.  Just over £870 was 

raised for school funds.   
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Usually, we have one Festive Friday as a highlight within our December calendar and this would be the day 

the children would wear Christmas Jumpers and we’d have Macastory (a storytelling duo) in school sharing 

their festive tales!   Last year, we changed this to 3 Festive Fridays and so we are planning to do this again – 

the children can wear a Christmas/festive/cosy jumper or top each Friday throughout the month of 

December (3rd, 10th and 17th December). 

We will again change our Quiet Garden to a Winter Garden and this will be a special place for stories 

around the fire pit, festive lights, hot chocolate and marshmallows.  

Christmas parties will be the week of Monday 13th December: 

Monday 13th December – P1, P2 and P3 

Wednesday 15th December – P4B/W, P4H, P6 and P7C 

Thursday 16th December – P4/5Y, P5 and P7L       

Children should come to school dressed in their party clothes (party events will be in classes, areas and in 

the gym hall).  This means that the children won’t have PE on their party day but will be in the hall for their 

games and dances. 

For new parents, we don’t ask for any food donations for this.  Treats are provided by our PTA.  

School Christmas Lunch this year will be on Wednesday 15th December.  The usual traditional turkey 

option including roast potatoes, pigs in blankets, gravy and seasonal vegetables will be available alongside 

a vegetarian option of Santa’s Pastry Parcel (veggie haggis Wellington) served with roast potatoes and 

cranberry dip parsnips.  Details of how to order this via Parentpay will be sent out by the school office 

week commencing 29th November. 

Christmas Post – this year again, cards can only be shared within classes.  If your child wishes to share 

cards, then these should be in school by Monday 14th December and will be given out by the end of that 

week.  

On Friday 10th December, the children will have online performances from Macastory – for P1 and P2, this 

is Santa’s Storytime and from P3 to P7 the ‘Christmas Coorie In’ theme is Christmas Around the World.  We 

are not asking for a donation towards these performances.  

Home learning in December                                                                                                                                                                       

Throughout December, the children’s home learning will be our Queensferry Marshmallow Reading 

Challenge.  In classes, the children will choose which reading activities they’d like to take part in, and then 

this will come home personalised for each class.  The challenge is then to complete all of the activities 

within the month.   We are happy to receive any photos of the children taking part (please send to me 

directly, and one photo per child – thank you).   These will be used to celebrate the Reading Challenge at 

assembly. 



 

 

A reminder that this year, the term ends on Friday 17th December at 12 noon for all children, and the 

Spring term begins for the children on Thursday 6th January 2022. 

Before then I wish you and your family, a very happy, peaceful and safe festive season.  

My very best wishes,  

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                  

Head Teacher  

 

 


