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Dear Parents and Carers,     

I’d like to share a short newsletter with you as we move towards the October holidays.   

Firstly, a huge thank you to you for your very generous donations to our virtual Harvest Table. These filled 

a van and are now with the Edinburgh Food Project. 

Thank you also for your support with Bring a Stick to school day!  The                                                                           

children across school were so engaged in their play and learning – and                                                                                   

had fun with imaginative play as well as taking part in challenges such as                                                                          

building towers and bridges.  Thank you too to our Pupil Council for                                                                                 

leading on this. 

School feels ‘normal’ in so many ways and in the most important ways –                                                                                                                        

day to day for the children.  But there are some things that can’t be planned                                                     

yet.     

For example, our PTA would love to run social events such as the Halloween disco but the restrictions still 

don’t allow for this.   We don’t yet have plans in place for Christmas but last year we (our PTA and school 

together) did make this very special and we know that we can do this again! 

P7 are currently at camp in Benmore and are having a great time!  We are delighted that this has been able 

to go ahead.  Benmore is run by the City of Edinburgh Council and so has been risk assessed and managed 

by the Council (with some restrictions still within the plan e.g no other schools attend at the same time).  

Unfortunately, at this time, there are no other plans for residentials within this school year but if this can 

change, then we will share this with you as soon as possible. 

We have not yet re-organised school photos but when we can, we’ll share this with you too. 

And now for some good news….. 😊 

As we plan for after the holiday week, I’d like to share some changes to within the school day.  We are 

moving back to using our gym hall and dining room!  This is great news and has to be well planned.  In our 

playground, the children will have their morning breaks at either 10.15am (P1 to P3) or 10.30am (P4 to P7).  

Lunch break will also be split with P1 to P3 beginning at 12 noon, and P4 to P7 beginning at 12.45pm.  This 

gives the children ample time and space in both the dining room and when outside playing. 
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Your child will need an indoor PE kit – shorts, t-shirt and gym rubbers (or if trainers, then these need to be 

white soled).   The children should now bring their PE kit to school and can change before their lessons.  PE 

kits can be kept in school.  Children with long hair should tie their hair back on PE days. 

This new plan will begin on Tuesday 26th October (although Wednesday 27th October will be an outside PE 

day as it’s also our Flu Immunisation Day and the nurses will use our gym hall.  For ease on that day, 

children can still come dressed for the outdoor lesson.) 

PE days will now be: 

Mondays – all P1, P2 and P3 classes 

Tuesdays – P4/5Y, P4B/W, both P5 and both P6 classes 

Wednesdays – Both P4, P6 and P7 classes, and P2B 

Thursdays – Both P5 and P7 classes, P2T, P4/5Y and P4H 

Fridays – all P1 classes, P2L and both P3 classes 

Absence from school   Please remember that if your child is unwell, then a call should be made to our 

school office before 9am informing us of this.   Please share the reason for absence (i.e sore throat rather 

than ‘unwell’ as we need this to record absence) and do call every day or give a return date. 

Planning a holiday in term time -  if you are taking your child out of school for a holiday, then the protocol 

is that requests are made in writing to me.  Most family holidays are recorded as unauthorised absence.  I 

am happy to discuss requests and share the approved reasons at any time with you. 

If your child’s absence falls below 90% then we will alert you to this by a letter.  We monitor absence every 

month and follow this up with families.   It’s a very fine line at the moment between ensuring children stay 

off school when they are unwell and in particular, when presenting with Covid symptoms.  However, for 

every child to achieve their potential, they must be in school every day that they are well.  Should you at 

any time wish to discuss attendance, please don’t hesitate to contact school.  Mrs Fawl, our Pupil Support 

Officer, also now has a remit for attendance and is very happy to offer support and advice. 

Winter playground   As the weather changes, please don’t send your child to school too early if it is very 

wet.  We open our doors early every day at 8.45am for the children to provide a ‘soft start’ and we cannot 

open them before this as staff are still preparing for the school day.  The official start time is 8.55am for P1 

and P2, and 9am from P3 upwards. 

Information about our Parent Consultations will come home separately and by email so please look out for 

this.  This information will come to the main contact email for each child. 

Alongside this newsletter, I’ve shared the letter from our Director about the Empowered Learning project 

as this is an exciting initiative which extends the use of iPads in learning.  The letter also has a link to FAQs. 



 

 

And finally, a reminder that this term ends on Friday and the children finish at 12.20pm or 12.35pm as 

normal.   

They then resume on Tuesday 26th October.  Wednesday 27th October is the date for our flu immunisation 

day. 

 

I hope you enjoy the October break, it seems to have come round so quickly this year!   Thank you so much 

for the on-going support which you show to our school.  It is appreciated. 

 

Please remember if you would like to speak with me then I can be contacted through the school office or 

via my email address:karen.macgregor@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk    Mrs McLean’s email address is: 

alison.mclean@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk 

 

With best wishes, 

Karen MacGregor  

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                  

Head Teacher 

 

For news and updates about school life, please follow 

us on our school Twitter account @QueensferryPS 
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