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Dear Parents and Carers,     

It really feels like Autumn has arrived!  And with this, I am happy to share that we are feeling settled in 

school.    

Alongside this we continue maintain all that we have in place to be safe in school. 

Thank you for being vigilant for Covid symptoms, and for keeping your children at home when they are 

unwell.  Please remember that if you have a child isolating, we can provide a home learning grid.  I can 

send this to you directly so please contact me regarding this. 

You and your child’s learning                                                                                                                                                        

In previous years within this first term, you would be invited to a Meet the Teacher event in school.  This 

would be a time to be in school, get to know your child’s class teacher and learn more about life in school. 

Again, this year needs to be different so this is our plan between now and Christmas: 

✓ Each term you will receive a termly overview of the children’s key learning.  This provides lots of 

information which will help you talk to your child about their learning. 

✓ Depending on your child’s stage in school, you will receive learning targets and ways to help at 

home. 

✓ You will be invited to a Virtual Meet the Teacher (more details below). 

✓ Before the October break, you will receive an initial school report for your child. 

✓ At this time, we are still not able to offer a face-to-face parents’ evening appointment. Last year 

parents were offered a phone call or a virtual meeting (similar to a Zoom or Teams chat).  For your 

diary, these are planned to take place on Tuesday 9th or Thursday 11th November. 

✓ We will share your child’s latest and best work with you at different points each term – this may be 

by sending home learning in a jotter or file or using an online platform. 

✓ Mrs McLean and I are always available to talk to you – either in the playground, by phone or by 

email. 
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✓ Email addresses for our teaching team are on our school website.  Your child’s teacher is happy to 

be contacted by email, and will be able to respond at times in their working day when they are not 

class committed (this may not be within the same day). 

Virtual Meet the Teacher                                                                                                                                                                                             

You are invited to a Virtual Opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher(s).  These will take place using 

Teams and will be led collectively by all the teachers at each stage in school. 

You will hear about routines, what the children are learning, expectations, approaches to home learning 

and ways to help at home.  There will be opportunities for questions too.    

We ran virtual meetings as an introduction to new P1 parents, and for planning for camp for our P7 

parents.  Although these are not the same opportunities as meeting with you in person and in our school, 

they do work well. 

We will send you a link for the meeting nearer the time so for just now, here are the dates and times for 

each year group: 

Tuesday 21st September  Primary 2  4.30pm 

Thursday 23rd September  Primary 5   4.30pm                                                                       

Thursday 23rd September  Primary 4/5Y  4.30pm 

Monday 27th September  Primary 1  4.30pm 

Tuesday 28th September  Primary 6  4.30pm                                                                        

Tuesday 28th September  Primary 7  4.30pm 

Thursday 30th September  Primary 3  4.30pm                                                                           

Thursday 30th September  Primary 4  5.00pm 

We are unable to record these meetings due to the permissions needed, and we expect them to last no 

longer than half an hour.  We hope you can make it. 

Talking to children about learning isn’t always easy!  If you ask your child what they did in school today, a 

common reply is often ‘nothing’!  Trust us that this isn’t true 😊       Alternative questions to ask: 

• Tell me about the best part of your day? 

• Tell me a good thing you did today? 

• Did you find anything tricky? 

• What made you laugh today? 

• Who did you help today? 

• What did you learn today?  (Can you show me?) 

• Who did you play with?  What did you play? 

• Tell me something nice someone did for you 

today. 

• How can I help you? 

 

 



 

 

Home Learning                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Each term we will share activities for home learning and ways you can help at home.  Teachers will discuss 

this as part of our Virtual Meetings.  For interest, our policy for Home Learning is available on our website: 

https://queensferryps.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/home-learning-policy-.pdf 

House Morning and our Pupil Groups                                                                                                                            

Each Friday we have been attempting virtual assemblies – and part of this has been sharing with the 

children the start of our Rights Respecting Journey.  Over the year we will share more with you, here is a 

link for further information just now:  https://queensferryps.wordpress.com/rights-respecting-school/ 

This week we will be creating our Rights Respecting Team (with a child from every class in school) and they 

will work together to plan ways for us to learn about children’s rights.  The other Pupil Leadership Groups 

are almost in place across school and so alongside our House Captains, we have an Eco Group, a Pupil 

Council, an iBike Crew and Sports Ambassadors.  Congratulations to every child elected to one of these 

groups, we are looking forward to all that you will lead in this school year. 

On Friday 1st October, we will be thinking about Harvest and intend to support the work of the Edinburgh 

North West Foodbank.  If you would like to send a donation for that morning, then please see the poster 

attached.   Donations such as coffee, biscuits, ready meals (tins, dried, pouches) and pulses (chick peas, 

kidney beans etc) are also welcomed.  Thank you.                                                                                                                    

Friday 8th October is our first House Morning of this year.   Traditionally the children spend the morning 

with children from their Houses and the theme for this morning will be ‘People Who Changed the World’.  

The children can wear a top in their house colour for that morning as part of their uniform (this is not a 

dress down day). 

We sell House T-shirts in the range of house colours and are £5.  If you wish to purchase one of these, 

please call our school office to make an order.   (P1 families will get a note of houses before this morning). 

P7 pupils go to Benmore Camp for the week beginning Monday 11th October – and we are all delighted 

they have this opportunity!  We hope they enjoy the best week. 

Term ends on Friday 15th October – and the children finish at 12.20pm or 12.35pm as normal.  They then 

resume on Tuesday 26th October.  Wednesday 27th October is the date for our flu immunisation day. 

Please remember if you would like to speak with me then I can be contacted through the school office or 

via my email address:karen.macgregor@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk    Mrs McLean’s email address is: 

alison.mclean@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk 

Best wishes, 

Karen MacGregor                                                                                     

Head Teacher 

For news and updates about school life, please follow 

us on our school Twitter account @QueensferryPS 
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