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Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                

Welcome back to Session 2021/22   

We feel settled already in school!   It has been lovely to welcome everyone back and to have such a sunny 

start to the new school year.  I’d like to extend a special welcome to all our new families across school and 

to our new staff.   

Our new teachers are Miss Maxton in P1, Mrs Tennant in P2, Miss Kerr in P6, and Mrs Cobban supporting 

our non-contact timetables.   Mrs Black and Ms Bethune are our new Support for Learning teachers, and 

we’ve also welcomed Mrs Mayne, Mrs Al-Gharbally, Ms Thomson and Mr Ashworth to our Pupil Support 

Assistant team.  

Mr Glass also welcomed a new addition to his family – baby Thea was born at the end of the summer 

holidays – and we send the family all of our congratulations! 

Our janitor, Mr Kenny Everett retired at the end of July and we send him away with our best wishes for a 

long and healthy retirement.  Mr Peter Godden has now joined our team. 

We continue to focus on creating a nurturing and safe environment for learning and as part of this, I’d like 

to share these important reminders about our protocols: 

• Please maintain social distance in our playgrounds and wear a face mask unless exempt.  

• We request that only one adult per family picks up or drops off, and wherever possible, children 

who can come to school on their own, should be encouraged to do this. 

• For now, we are minimising additional adults in our building, so if you need to talk to one of our 

office team, please phone or email.  If you need to visit the office, use the intercom at the front 

door and someone will come to the door to meet you.   Mrs McLean and I will continue to be in the 

playground as often as possible so do come and talk to us with queries (and if we can’t help, we’ll 

then direct you to someone who can!). 

 

• Children should not attend school if they are showing Covid-19 symptoms.  Please do keep your 

child at home and book a PCR test as soon as possible. 

• Self-isolation guidance has changed – currently children do not need to self-isolate while a family 

member has a PCR test, but they do need to self-isolate if the test is positive.  At this point, all 
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family members in the same household should be tested.  Children can return to school if this test 

is negative. 

• We no longer call our classes ‘bubbles’ and the children are able to mix in school for their learning 

and in the playground.  For now, we are not meeting together for assembly. 

• If there is a positive case within a class, Test and Protect make contact with those deemed to be 

‘close contacts’ and guidance is then shared.  The whole class will not need to self-isolate. 

Some other reminders as we start this new school year: 

Collecting Children                                                                                                                                                                            

If you are collecting your child for an appointment, please use our buzzer at the main door and one of our 

office team will come along and meet you.   We are still using our sign in and sign out book. 

Absences                                                                                                                                                                               

If your child is absent from school please phone the school office before 8.55am to ensure this important 

information is passed on to the class teacher.  We have a dedicated absence line where a message can be 

left.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

We would ask that you phone us each day of your child’s absence or give us a return date.  If we have not 

heard from you we will try and contact you by telephone.  If we cannot account for your child, we will need 

to visit your home to confirm your child’s safety.    

Please also note that for school records we need to know why your child is absent e.g. tummy upset rather 

than just ‘ill’.   This is especially important at this time as we need an accurate record of illness across our 

school. 

It is also important to remember that if your child has sickness or diarrhea, then they must stay away from 

school for 48 hours after their last episode. 

Holidays in school time can be authorised under special circumstances.  In most cases, family holidays are 

recorded as an unauthorised absence.  If you wish to take your child out of school, then requests should be 

emailed to me.  If you’d like to discuss a proposed holiday, feel free to contact me. 

Parent Pay                                                                                                                                                                         

We are a cashless office (apart from school uniform orders), so please ensure that you are signed up for 

Parent Pay.  Mrs Langton in our school office is very happy to help with any queries. 

For school lunches, please remember that all orders must be in place by Wednesday evening for the 

following week.  If you haven’t ordered by then, your child will need a packed lunch from home for the 

following week.     

Medicines                                                                                                                                                                                               

Attached to this newsletter is a medical form which we ask you to complete and return to school if you 

have updated medical information for your child.  Please don’t feel the need to repeat this information if 



 

 

this has already been recorded for your child.  If you’d like a paper copy of this form, please just let us 

know. 

We are always happy to administer medication for your child but relevant forms must be completed first.  

These are available from our school office or downloaded from our school website.  Please note the forms 

are slightly different depending on whether your child needs prescribed or non-prescribed medication – 

and depending on the length of time your child needs to take the medication.  Please contact us to confirm 

the correct form if you are unsure.    Please also note we can only administer paracetamol, and non-

steroid topical creams or emollients without a prescription.  All other medicines must be prescribed and 

in the original box with your child’s name on.  I’m happy to discuss any health care needs with you if this 

is helpful. 

Cycling                                                                                                                                                                               

We do encourage children (and their parents) to cycle to school.  We have reinforced our cycle safety rules 

with the children.  The children should wear a helmet and we ask the children to dismount from their bikes 

and scooters at the school gate and take these to the racks and safely lock them up.   We ask that no child 

or parent cycles or scoots in the playground as it is just too busy.  Thank you.                                                                                                                

Your support is appreciated. 

Flu immunisation letters                                                                                                                                                                    

As in previous years, all primary school aged children will be offered the flu immunization in the Autumn 

term.   This will be taking place within our school day on Wednesday 27th October.  The invitation letter 

and leaflet from NHS Scotland will be sent home today, please look out for this.  Within the envelope will 

be a consent form and these need to be returned to school as quickly as possible.                                                                              

Parents can visit www.nhsinform/scot/childflu for further information. 

Pupil Groups in school                                                                                                                                                           

We value highly the children’s contributions and views – they always have amazingly creative ways of 

looking at the world!   We are beginning to plan for our Pupil Groups but the children have already elected 

their House Captains for this school year.  I am delighted to share that the following children have been 

chosen by their peers: 

Bruce – Oscar Teece and Emily McLean  Stewart – Sude Durmus and Finlay Sharp 

Douglas – Freya Henderson and Julia Francis  Wallace – Holly Sodergren and Holly Goddard 

Lollipop Guides – we’ve been informed that one of our lollipop guides will not be on duty at the Hopetoun 

Crossroads at pick up on 6th September.  The other guide will still be on duty. 

Communication   We do appreciate that we share a lot of information from school.   There is always so 

much going on and we want everyone to feel well informed.  Each month I will share a newsletter in this 

way, and then throughout the month, regular emails with clear information and a subject heading will keep 

you up-to-date. 
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I’ve included the Session Dates for this school year for reference. 

Children in P1 will receive a paper letter today about photo permission.  Please look out for this and send 

back to school as soon as possible.  Thank you.   (I’ve also sent home an individual medical form for each P1 

child for our records). 

 

Please remember if you would like to speak with me then I can be contacted through the school office or 

via my email address: Karen.Macgregor@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk     

Mrs McLean can be contacted at Alison.Mclean@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk 

Wishing all of us a happy and successful year ahead. 

Best wishes, 

Karen MacGregor  

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                  

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For news and updates about school life, please follow 

us on our school Twitter account @QueensferryPS 
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Session Dates 2021/2022 

Autumn 

• Monday 16th August 2021 – in-service day* (staff only) 

• Tuesday 17th August 2021 – in-service day* (staff only) 

• Term starts Wednesday 18th August 2021 for pupils 

• Monday 20th September 2021 - autumn holiday – schools closed 

• Monday 18th to Monday 25th October 2021, mid-term break (this includes one in-service 
day* for staff) 

• Term ends Friday 17th December 2021. 

 

Spring 

• Wednesday 5th January – in-service day* (staff only) 

• Term starts Thursday 6th January 2022 for pupils 

• Monday 14th to Friday 18th February 2022,  mid-term break 

• Monday 21st February 2022 – pupils and staff resume 

• Term ends Friday 8th April 2022. 

 

The Easter break incorporates the following holidays 

• Friday 15th April 2022 – Good Friday 

• Monday 18th April 2022 – Easter Monday 

 

Summer 

• Term starts Monday 25th April 2022 for pupils and staff 

• Monday 2nd May 2022 - May Day – schools closed 

• Tuesday 3rd May 2022 – in-service day* (staff only) 

• Monday 23rd May 2022 - Victoria Day – schools closed 

• Term ends Friday 1st July 2022. 

*5 In-Service Days 

                                                                                                                                        

 

Medical Records - Session 2020/2021     


