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Dear Parents and Carers,     

It really feels like Autumn has arrived!  And with this, I am happy to share that we are feeling settled in 

school.   However, we are so aware that life isn’t normal and we must continue to be vigilant and 

respectful of all that is in place. 

Please remember to follow our key rules about social distancing in the playground and only one adult for 

drop off or pick up.  If your child is able to walk to and from school on their own, or be dropped or 

collected from outside of school, please choose this. 

Our main gate continues to be a real pinch point – can you please be patient there and make use, if you 

can, of the vehicle gate which is open in the mornings on Burgess Road, and the quieter gate through 

School Lane.  Thank you. 

We would also appreciate if you could talk to your child about the importance of the rules in school as we 

do not want to become complacent about the importance of handwashing, respecting spaces and not 

sharing our own resources. 

You will be pleased to know that we received very positive feedback from a recent spot inspection from 

the Health and Safety Executive. 

There are still many differences and the biggest one is our connection with you and we are working hard to 

look at ways to ensure we still have a sense of community and that you feel informed about your child’s 

progress. 

We would normally have a Meet the Teacher event within this term and you would have the opportunity 

to be in school and get to know your child’s class teacher.  For now, we need to continue to plan remote 

and virtual opportunities. 

Our plan at the moment is this: 

✓ Each term you will receive a termly overview of the children’s key learning.  This provides lots of 

information which helps you talk to your child about their learning. 

✓ Before the October break, you will receive a settling back to school report for your child. 

✓ Staff are currently creating short virtual Meet the Teacher videos and we’ll share these with you 

before the October break too. 
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✓ We will share your child’s latest and best work with you at different points each term – this may be 

by sending home learning in a jotter or file or using Seesaw. 

✓ At this time, we are not able to offer a face to face parents’ evening appointment.  We are 

increasing our use of Seesaw as a key link with parents so please look out for more information 

coming home about this.  This will give you regular opportunities to share in your child’s progress. 

✓ Mrs McLean and I are always available to talk to you – either in the playground, by phone or by 

email. 

✓ Each class is currently updating their webpage and this is a useful ‘go to’ for reminders and updates. 

✓ In the Spring Term, and once the restrictions are amended, it is our intention to offer every parent 

an extended parents’ afternoon or evening appointment.   

✓ Then before the end of June you will receive an end of year written report. 

Digital Learning                                                                                                                                                                              

As it is our intention to increase our use of digital learning over this school year, we need to check with you 

about access at home to an appropriate device. 

We also need to ensure a contingency plan is in place should children need to be home schooled again – 

please note this is just a contingency plan but may be needed for example if a class needed to self-isolate.  

To help with this, can you please consider this statement for your child/children: 

➢ My child has access to an appropriate device which they could use for home learning. 

An appropriate device would be a laptop, tablet or iPad.    We know from the time of school closure that 

the best way of the children sharing their learning with their teacher, was to upload a photo or video clip.  

An appropriate device should include having this facility. 

If you would like to talk to school about IT provision, please phone school and ask to talk to me or Mrs 

McLean or email one of us directly.  Thank you. 

Along with this newsletter, there is Digital Learning and Teaching Responsible Use Policy created by 

Edinburgh Council – it provides really useful guidance for families and school as we work in partnership to 

use IT to connect. 

Self-isolating and Home Learning                                                                                                                                                                                           

If your child needs to self-isolate for 10 or 14 days (for example if a family member has a positive result for 

coronavirus or you are returning from aboard), then we will soon be uploading learning grids on our school 

website which you can download.   There are 6 different weekly grids for each year group and they provide 

activities which reinforce and develop key learning at the appropriate stage.  We can send paper copies of 

these home for you too.   



 

 

If you are waiting on a test result, you may also want to use these grids for one or two days. 

KIC forms and photo permission                                                                                                                                      

KIC forms are the annual forms which give permission for excursions.  These will be sent home today and 

we’d like to ask you to fill this and send back to school.  For now, visits will only be within our community.  

We will let you know if the children are on a visit. 

For parents in P1, you will also receive a letter regarding permissions for taking your child’s photo.  This is 

only completed once and then a record kept.  If your child is in P2 to P7, you may also receive a form.  This 

is because the completed form didn’t make it back to us previously.  Thank you. 

House Morning and our Pupil Groups                                                                                                                            

Each Friday we have been attempting virtual assemblies – and part of this has been ensuring that we 

continue to share our important work on Building Resilience and so we can hear from the children and take 

forward their ideas.   As part of this we have all our Pupil Leadership Groups in place across the school – 

House Captains, an Eco Group, a Pupil Council, an Equalities Group, an iBike Crew and Sports Ambassadors.  

Congratulations to every child elected to one of these groups, we are looking forward to all that you will 

lead in this school year. 

Friday 16th October is our first House Morning of this year.   Traditionally the children spend the morning 

with children from their Houses but this year we intend to still have the morning of activities but stay 

within our own classes.  The children can wear a top in their house colour for that morning as part of their 

uniform (this is not a dress down day). 

We do sell House T-shirts in the range of house colours and are £5.  If you wish to purchase one of these, 

please call our school office to make an order. 

On House Morning, we will also be thinking about Harvest and intend to support the work of the Edinburgh 

North West Foodbank.  If you would like to bring a donation for that morning, they are currently asking for 

these items: 

Coffee    Biscuits   Fruit(tinned)      

Desserts (tinned)    Ready meals (tins, dried, pouches)       

Pulses (chick peas, kidney beans etc)           Fruit juice (long life) 

Thank you. 

House Morning is the final day of term – and the children finish at 12.20pm or 12.35pm as normal.  They 

then resume on Tuesday 27th October.  This is also the date for our flu immunisation day. 

Mrs Campbell                                                                                                                                                                                   

I shared with you in February that Mrs Campbell had decided to retire and it was planned that her last day 

with us would be on Friday 3rd April.  However, our lovely Mrs Campbell chose to return to us after the 



 

 

summer to support the return to school and we are very grateful to her for that.  Her final day with us will 

now be Friday 16th October and we are currently advertising for someone to fill her office position.  We 

send her away with much love and best wishes for her retirement. 

 

And finally, I’d like to end with a lovely story:  Over the summer, Hannah Wilson and her sisters raised just 

over £2100 for Epilepsy Scotland.  Their amazing enterprise was to personalise 1000 hand sanitizer bottles!  

This is an impressive task and an amazing amount raised for a wonderful organisation.  Well done to all of 

you! 

Please remember if you would like to speak with me then I can be contacted through the school office or 

via my email address:karen.macgregor@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk    Mrs McLean’s email address is: 

alison.mclean@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk 

Best wishes, 

Karen MacGregor  

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                  

Head Teacher 

 

For news and updates about school life, please follow 

us on our school Twitter account @QueensferryPS 
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