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Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                

Welcome back to Session 2020/21   

It is lovely to welcome everyone back – and we have had a very settled and calm start to this new school 

year.  I’d like to extend a special welcome to all our new families across school and to our new staff – Miss 

Simpson in P2 and Miss Antequera in P6. 

We continue to focus on creating a nurturing and safe environment for learning and as part of this, I’d like 

to share an important letter attached from NHS Lothian.  Please take time to read this through.   

From this I’d like to highlight the need for all parents to follow the social distancing guidance in our 

playground and the request that only one adult per family picks up or drops off.  And wherever possible, 

children who can come to school on their own, should be encouraged to do this. 

Our main gate can become congested.  Please be patient and if you can, choose one of the alternative 

exits.  Thank you. 

I appreciate your anxiety when the children are beginning to pick up coughs and colds and the need to be 

vigilant over Covid-19 symptoms.  The guidance within the letter on accessing a test and keeping school 

informed is vital.   

The children are becoming more and more familiar with our new school routines and we reinforce these 

constantly.  We are using large areas of our playground for outdoor learning and, as shared last week, the 

access through School Lane is not available during the school day. 

A plea within our playground –   Cycling                                                                                                                                                                               

We do encourage children (and their parents) to cycle to school.  We have reinforced our cycle safety rules 

with the children.  The children should wear a helmet and we ask the children to dismount from their bikes 

and scooters at the school gate and take these to the racks and safely lock them up.   We ask that no child 

or parent cycles in the playground as it is just too busy.  Thank you.                                                                                                                

Your support is appreciated. 

Some reminders as we start this new school year: 
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Collecting Children                                                                                                                                                                            

If you are collecting your child for an appointment, please use our buzzer at the main door and one of our 

office team will come along and meet you.   We are still using our sign in and sign out book. 

Absences                                                                                                                                                                               

If your child is absent from school please phone the school office before 8.55am to ensure this important 

information is passed on to the class teacher.  We have a dedicated absence line where a message can be 

left.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

We would ask that you phone us each day of your child’s absence or give us a return date.  If we have not 

heard from you we will try and contact you by telephone.  If we cannot account for your child, we will need 

to visit your home to confirm your child’s safety.    

Please also note that for school records we need to know why your child is absent e.g. tummy upset rather 

than just ‘ill’.   This is especially important at this time as we need an accurate record of illness across our 

school. 

Holidays in school time can be authorised under special circumstances.  If you wish to take your child out 

of school then please write to me.  If you’d like to discuss a proposed holiday, feel free to contact me. 

Parent Pay                                                                                                                                                                         

We are a cashless office (apart from school uniform orders), so please ensure that you are signed up for 

Parent Pay.  Mrs Gallacher and Mrs Campbell in our school office are very happy to help with any queries. 

For school lunches, please remember that all orders must be in place by Wednesday evening for the 

following week.  If you haven’t ordered by then, your child will need a packed lunch from home for the 

following week.     

Medicines                                                                                                                                                                                               

Attached to this newsletter is a medical form which we ask you to complete and return to school if you 

have updated medical information for your child.  Please don’t feel the need to repeat this information if 

this has already been recorded for your child.   If you’d like a paper copy of the medical form, please just 

reply to this email and request this. 

We are always happy to administer medication for your child but relevant forms must be completed first.  

These are available from our school office or downloaded from our school website.  Please note the forms 

are slightly different depending on whether your child needs prescribed or non-prescribed medication – 

and depending on the length of time your child needs to take the medication.  Please contact us to confirm 

the correct form if you are unsure.    Please also note we can only administer paracetamol and non-

steroid topical creams or emollients without a prescription.  All other medicines must be prescribed and 

in the original box with your child’s name on.  I’m happy to discuss any health care needs with you if this 

is helpful. 



 

 

Email Communication                                                                                                                                                                  

We are increasing our use of email as our main communication throughout this school year.  Before the 

September weekend, you’ll receive an electronic overview of the children’s key learning for this term and 

we’ll share with you our school rules and the link with our positive relationships policy so you can talk 

about these with your child.  I will continue to provide a monthly school newsletter and alongside this, 

information which needs to be shared quickly will be sent home. 

Flu immunisation letters                                                                                                                                                                    

As in previous years, all primary school aged children will be offered the flu immunization in the Autumn 

term.   This will be taking place within our school day on Tuesday 27th October.  If you’ve not already 

received the invitation letter and leaflet from NHS Scotland, please let us know.  Within this will be a 

consent form and these need to be returned to school as quickly as possible.                                                                              

Parents can visit www.immunisationscotland.org.uk/childflu for further information. 

Visits, activities and Family Learning Events                                                                                                           

Guidance continues to be updated, but for now we are not able to plan for these.  We will share any 

updates as soon as we can.   I have therefore not attached a calendar for August and September.  For your 

information, I’ve attached a copy of the school dates for this session.   

Moving forward                                                                                                                                                                  

We know that families had very different experiences throughout these past months.  Should you wish to 

talk to Mrs McLean or myself at any point, please email us or call our school office.  There are many ways 

which school can offer support – to your child and to you – and we would be very happy to talk anything 

over with you. 

We will  also continue to be in our playground each day.  

karen.macgregor@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk       alison.mclean@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk 

Wishing all of us a happy and successful year ahead. 

Best wishes, 

Karen MacGregor  

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                  

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

For news and updates about school life, please follow 

us on our school Twitter account @QueensferryPS 
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Session Dates 2020/2021 

Autumn 

• Monday 10th August 2020     Staff resume (*in-service day) 

• Tuesday 11th August 2020     Staff only (*in-service day) 

• Term starts Wednesday 12th August 2020 for pupils 

• Monday 21st September 2020  Autumn holiday - schools closed 

• Monday 19th to Monday 26th October 2020 – mid-term break (this break includes one in-service 
days for staff*) 

• Tuesday 27th October 2020 – pupils resume 

• Term ends Tuesday 22nd December 2020. 

Spring 

• Tuesday 5th January 2021 – staff resume (* in-service day) 

• Term starts Wednesday 6th January 2021 for pupils 

• Monday 8th to Monday 15th February 2021 – mid-term break 

• Tuesday 16th February 2021 – staff and pupils resume 

• Term ends Thursday 1st April 2021 

The Easter break incorporates the following holidays 

• Friday 2nd April 2021 – Good Friday 

• Monday 5th April 2021 – Easter Monday 

Summer 

• Term starts Tuesday 20th April 2021 for staff and pupils 

• Monday 3rd May 2021 – May Day – schools closed 

• Tuesday 4th May 2021 -  Staff only (in-service day*) 

• Wednesday 5th May 2021 – Pupils resume 

• Monday 24th May 2021 - Victoria Day – schools closed 

• Term ends Friday 25th June 2021 

 

(*5 in-service days) 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                        

 

Medical Records - Session 2020/2021    Update 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is vital for us to have an accurate picture of your child’s medical needs.  We would appreciate if you could 

complete this form and return it to school as soon as possible. 

Name of Pupil _______________________________________  Class   _____      Date of Birth __________ 

Condition(s):____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Any other information which you feel we require: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If your child requires a course of medication we are happy to administer this as long as a parental form is completed.  

These will be available in the school office and must be completed before any medication will be administered. 

Children with asthma require two inhalers in school.  In P1-P3, one inhaler is kept with the class teacher and one 

centrally.  From P4 upwards, the child is responsible for their inhaler and one continues to be stored centrally. 

Should you wish to discuss any medical conditions, please contact me. 

Thank you for help. 

Yours sincerely 

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Head Teacher 

 

Parent/carer’s signature _____________________________________________________   Date:  ____________ 

 

 


