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DRAFT 

Minutes of Parent Council Meeting and AGM – 24 May 2016 

Queensferry Primary: 6.30pm - 8.00pm 

Attendees 

AK  Alex Kant P6 

FB Fiona Bekkout P5 

KC Katrina Closier P2 

AA Anne-Marie Appleby P1 and P5 

CW Claire Whyte P1, P4 and P7 

HD Helena Dolan P2 and P4 

TH Tim Hall P2 and P6 

LW Louise Wilson P3 and P5 

KM Karen MacGregor Head Teacher  

DF David Flint Queensferry Community Council 

MS  Mark Symonds City of Edinburgh Council 

 

Apologies: Kenny Morrison and Scott Boyd  

AGENDA  

 

1. Welcome and Approval of Minutes 

Everyone was welcomed and we were delighted to have Mark Symonds from City of 

Edinburgh Council attending.  Minutes from last meeting were approved. 

 

2. Traffic concerns  
MS has been working with KM firstly to produce the Traffic Survey which was issued in 

January.  He has been collating the results and provided a breakdown of these.  He advised 

that 138 parents responded to the survey which was a good result.  The key highlights from 

the results of the survey are as follows: 



 Main concerns are traffic congestion and inconsiderate parking; 

 Key areas of concern are Burgess Road and Rosebery Avenue; 

 Dedicated cycle routes to school would encourage more families to cycle; 

 Changes to traffic and safe places to cross the road would encourage more families 

to let children walk to school; 

 Most children get dropped off on Burgess Road and Station Road; and 

 A walking bus would be considered by a number of parents but car sharing is not an 

option. 

MS then talked through a number of voluntary actions which the school and parents could 

consider such as a reward scheme for children who walk to school or who get dropped off 

further away from school, a walking bus, Park Smart including a competition to design a 

banner for the school, asking parents to sign pledges to drive less or park further from 

school and thank you notes for parents who keep to their pledges. 

 

AK will put a summary of the output from the Travel Survey on the school website.  

 

MS will now work on a travel plan for the school using the results of the survey and the COE 

Council will look at the issues raised.  A key issue is the safety of children crossing at 

Rosebery Avenue.  Other potential solutions include yellow lines at points round the school, 

the introduction of the new city wide 20mph zone.  While MS will have to secure funding 

from COE Council to progress these, it was agreed that we would look at a Walking Bus pilot 

scheme and a Park Smart campaign (possibly in conjunction with St Margaret’s Primary). 

 

It was agreed that a Travel Committee is required for the school and KM will write to parents 

about this.  LW, AA and FB all volunteered to be on the Travel Committee and AA and LW 

both volunteered to help with the Walking Bus pilot.  CW will mention it at the P1 Parents 

Meeting next month.   

 

HD asked MS whether there are opportunities to extend the Bike-ability training to the 

younger years and MS has a number of ideas for this and will come back to KM to take this 

forward. 

 

The Parent Council are very grateful to MS for the work he has put into the Traffic Survey 

and for bringing all the options together. 

 

3. Karen MacGregor’s report 

 
KM gave details of staffing plan for the year ahead.  Everyone was sad to hear of the retiral 

of Mrs King after 40 years service.  She will be missed.  KM was in the process of 

interviewing for the vacant roles and will let the parents know as soon as the staffing plan is 

finalised.   Transition visits for P1 have commenced. 

 

The school is preparing for a potential 10% reduction in the Business Support budget but it is 

not known yet what this will entail. 



 

The following priorities have been identified for 2016/2017: 

 

 Continue to raise attainment in maths, numeracy and literacy; 

 Enhance opportunities for learning in the outdoors and in the community; 

 Enhance the use of digital technologies; 

 Develop French as part of the 1+2 initiative 

 Promote differentiation, pace and challenge. 

 

We will look to do this through creating Numeracy rich environments and to ensure that 

numeracy is featured across all learning such as learning in real life contexts and how to use 

Maths for enjoyment.  

 

We will also promote further reading for enjoyment, introducing pop up libraries, digital 

texts and graphic novels. 

 

More use will be made of the natural environment round the school such as the beach, the 

VAT run, the developments in Ferry Glen as well as the Outdoor classroom.   There will be an 

Outdoor learning day on 17 June. 

 

A progression in learning in French will be created with an increase in school resources for 

learning.  We are investigating a Paris school partnership. 

 

4. Annual report by the Treasurer 

 
AK advised that the Parent Council receive an annual contribution of £560.20 each July from 

COE Council.  It is at our discretion how this is spent.  In 2012 the Parent Council used their 

funding to help with the costs of new I-pads for the school.  In 2015 we had a balance of 

approximately £1500 in the account and this was used to fund a number of workshops held 

at the school by Joan Lennon, the school’s Patron of Reading.   

 

We will discuss suggestions for how to spend the balance in the account at our September 

meeting. 

AK also asked for additional signatories for the account and LW and CW both volunteered. 

 

5. Annual report by the Chairperson 
 

We started off the academic year with a continued focus on outdoor learning and how we 

can support the school with this initiative.  KM introduced us to the concept of Loose Parts 

training and how she wanted to take this forward in the school.  We have also been kept up 

to date with the fundraising efforts of the PTA who have managed to secure funding for the 

outdoor stage and now the outdoor classroom over the year.  We appreciate the 

relationship which we have with the PTA and all the incredible work that they do and in 

particular the fundraising.  It has been great having their attendance at our meetings.  



Congratulations to Helena in particular for securing Scotrail funding last week which will pay 

for playground road markings to enhance the bike-ability training. 

 

The School Inspection has been a big event for the school given the amount of work 

required to respond and prepare for this.  We are hugely appreciative to the school for the 

time they devoted to this towards the end of last year and everyone was delighted with the 

outcome of the School Inspection.  There were so many positives coming out of the report 

and it reflects the excellent standards of teaching and management at the school.  Thank 

you to Karen and her staff and everyone involved with the inspection. 

 

We have continued to discuss the traffic concerns which affect the school.  Darren Wraight 

from COE Council provided us with a lot of support last year and has passed the matter onto 

Mark Symonds who we continue to work with.   A road crossing survey was done in respect 

of Rosebery Avenue and Mark worked with KM to develop a traffic survey for parents and 

carers to complete.  Mark has also worked with P7 children to discuss their traffic concerns.  

We hope to move this forward with Mark now the results of the traffic survey are available.  

 

We have continued to build links with others around us and appreciate the attendance and 

input from David Flint from the Community Council at our meetings.  We have also 

appreciated the contact from the High School Parent Council with Alison Hancock joining us 

at our last meeting.  

 

We have considered how to build awareness of the Parent Council and the work that it does.  

With the new school website up and running, this is something we can look to develop over 

the next year.  

 

The Scottish Government have asked all Parent Councils to be involved with the 

development of the National Improvement Framework.  As more information becomes 

available we will review and discuss this going forward.   

  

CW gave thanks to the members of the  Parent Council for their attendance and 

contribution.  

 

6. Karen MacGregor’s presentation on the National Improvement 

Framework 
 

Due to timing this was held over until our September meeting.  

 

7. Any other business 

 
LW raised the topic of the Final Assembly as it has been noted by some parents that some 

nonP7 children are leaving school at the end of term in a state of distress.  This can be 

because of the departure of their paired reader or just the emotion of the Final Assembly.  



KM noted this and commented that it can be an emotional event for the P7 children who are 

leaving the school but that the assembly is meant to be a celebration.  She will ask the staff 

to discuss Final Assembly with the children to make sure children aren’t feeling upset by the 

event.  

 

 

 

Dates for meetings next session:  Wed 14 September, Tues 15 November, Tues 21 February 

and Tues 23 May 

 


