
●QUEENSFERRY PRIMARY●●●●●●● 

●●●●●●●●●●●●PARENT COUNCIL● 

Minutes of Parent Council Meeting – 15 September 2015 

Queensferry Primary: 6.30pm - 8.00pm 

Attendees 

AK  Alex Kant P6 

KMo Kenny Morrison P5 and P7 

KC Katrina Closier P2 

FB Fiona Bekkout P5 

CW Claire Whyte P1, P4 and P7 

TH Tim Hall P2 and P6 

SB Scott Boyd P3 

KM Karen MacGregor Head Teacher  

DF David Flint Queensferry Community Council 

 

Apologies: Louise Wilson, Sandie Fawl, Helena Dolan   

AGENDA  

 

1. Introduction and Approval of Minutes 

Introduction as first meeting of the new school year and Kenny Morrison welcomed to 

Parent Council.  David Flint from Queensferry Community Council introduced and welcomed.  

Minutes from last year’s AGM were approved.  AK will upload these onto the Parent Council 

page on the school website.  

 

2. Report from KM 
KM advised that we have started the year with 389 pupils and she anticipates that this will 

increase over the school year.  57 pupils started in P1 and there is a CoE Council requirement 

to keep a set number of catchment spaces this year.  There is a waiting list for some classes. 

 

We are continuing to develop our school values.  Children have created posters to promote 

our values and these have been framed and placed in our entrance corridor and dining 



room.  This year, we are inviting members of our community to come and talk about one of 

the values and how this is reflected in their life and work such as the Edinburgh North West 

Food Bank and Rev David Cameron did an assembly on Respect. 

 

We will be introducing French from Nursery upwards as part of the Modern Languages 1+2 

programme.  There will be an introduction to this at the House Morning with a special 

assembly and visitors. 

 

We will be enhancing further outdoor learning opportunities across the curriculum.  All 

classes and staff have received their Loose Parts training. 

 

We are continuing to promote personal learning planning with pupils through quality 

conversations which are timetabled with KM and Alison McLean and target setting.  Staff 

have had opportunity to reflect upon the First Minister’s Paper “A world leader in 

education” and the Scottish Government’s Draft National Framework for Improvement. 

 

We are continuing to focus on positive health and emotional wellbeing.  There are a number 

of training sessions planned on different topics.  We have planned emotion talks training for 

staff in October and nursery staff will be piloting an early stages version from January.  These 

aim to give children a voice if they are unable to express themselves in different situations.  

 

A Curriculum Evening is to take place on 16 September with 40 parents having responded to 

the invitation.   

 

KM then gave a focused session on Loose Parts which explores the benefits of risk play for 

children.  Having loose parts available in a play space allows children to use these materials 

as they choose and provides a wider range of opportunities than one that is purely adult led.  

Children playing with loose parts are using more creativity and imagination and developing 

more skill and competence than they would playing with most modern plastic toys.   

 

The Parent Council watched a video showing the benefits of Loose Parts play and then 

photos of the training sessions which have taken place in school already.  Letters have been 

sent out to parents already inviting them to donate suitable items to the school.   

 

One of the key pieces for successful implementation of Loose Parts play at QPS will be 

provision of suitable storage for the equipment.  The PTA is investigating a number of 

different options.  Staff are also considering practical challenges such as allowing time for 

tidying up the equipment at the end of break.  There will be a constant focus on health & 

safety to ensure sufficient assessment of risk.  KM will put the video on the QPS website.   

 

3. Traffic concerns 

Scott Boyd gave an update with the bad news that Darren Wraight has been made 

redundant by CoE Council.  Prior to his departure, Darren gave a fresh contact name for us 



to take matters forward, Mark Symonds.  CW will contact him with SB to arrange for a 

meeting to be set up to discuss the on-going traffic, buses and parking concerns. 

KM updated that a Road Crossing Survey was done on Rosebery Avenue in August following 

concern being raised by a parent.  Curiously the survey which was done between 8-9am one 

morning found that only 3 children crossed the road.  It was felt by all that the survey must 

have been done in the wrong place and that a further survey should be requested.  DF 

volunteered to take photos of the crossing site we are concerned about and to send these to 

KM when she requests the further survey. 

CW is investigating whether it is possible to get our local police liaison officer to come to 

school to talk about traffic. 

4. Links with Queensferry Community Council and City of Edinburgh 

Council 
It was agreed that it would be very helpful to have attendance at the Parent Council from 

Queensferry Community Council and from CoE Council.  David Flint from Queensferry 

Community Council and Norman Work from CoE Council, who have both attended recent 

meetings due to their interest in the traffic discussions, will receive a standing invite to the 

Parent Council. 

 

DF advised that there is a junior Community Council being set up in the high school.  This 

follows a recent Placemaking report carried out by CoE Council.  DF also highlighted that 

Queensferry Community Council put details of relevant local meetings in their newsletter. 

 

It is agreed that we should have strong links with both Queensferry Community Council and 

CoE Council so that we are kept up to date with any potential development taking place in 

Queensferry that will impact on our school. 

 

5. Generating interest in the Parent Council 

 
We discussed ways to increase awareness of the Parent Council and to generate more 

interaction with the parents and carers.  It was felt that a Facebook page is not appropriate 

but that Twitter might be an option. 

 

CW is going to meet with the PTA to explore ways that we can work closely with them. 

 

The Agenda for Parent Council meetings will be sent to the school in advance so that it can 

get sent out as parent mail and will also be put on the notice board. 

 

6. Final Assembly 
 

This topic will be discussed at the next Parent Council meeting. 

 



7. Any other business 

Patron of Reading - KM advised that they have funding for a further two sessions with Joan 

Lennon following the contribution by the Parent Council last term.  She is keen to explore 

avenues for future funding of this scheme as it has been a huge success with the pupils.  The 

Parent Council are supportive of continuing to contribute towards the cost of these visits. 

The Parent Council will continue to consider how best to spend the annual contribution from 

CoE Council.  

Next meeting 17 November 2015 


