
●QUEENSFERRY PRIMARY●●●●●●● 

●●●●●●●●●●●●PARENT COUNCIL● 

Minutes of Parent Council Meeting – 24 February 2015 

Queensferry Primary: 6.30pm - 8.00pm 

Attendees 

LN Louise Norman P6 

AK  Alex Kant P5 and P7 

LW Louise Wilson P2 and P4 

KC Katrina Closier P1 

FB Fiona Bekkout P4 

CW Claire Whyte Nursery, P3 and P6 

KM Karen MacGregor Head Teacher  

 

Apologies: Olivia Macpherson, Tim Hall, Sandie Fawl, Scott Boyd, Mairi Armes and Marion 

Skelton   

AGENDA  

 

1. Approval of Minutes 

The Minutes of the last meeting were approved.   

 

2. Traffic concerns update     

AK advised that he had received an update from Darren Wraight from City of 

Edinburgh Council advising that he will be in a position to report on progress by the 

end of February. 

General discussion ensued about the ongoing concern relating to parking outside the 

school and for children crossing the streets around the school including Rosebery 

Avenue.  Stagecoach have been seen outside the school surveying the situation.   

It was noted that LN had put a piece in a recent school newsletter regarding the 

Parent Council’s work to date relating to this. 

 



3. New Housing – meeting with local authority and cluster schools 

AK and KM attended a meeting with City of Edinburgh Council in January along with 

head teachers and representatives from the Parent Councils of the other schools in 

the area to discuss the proposed new housing provided for in the new local 

development plan.  Billy McIntyre and Crawford McGhie from the Council attended.  

It was noted that the Council have planned for additional housing in Scotstoun and 

at Builyeon Road and that they need to plan for the additional people and impact 

this will have on the community in terms of traffic, schooling and provision of 

services.  

 

The Council will need to predict the additional headcount for schools and the timing 

that this headcount will filter through to the schools and therefore how to physically 

accommodate the additional headcount.  They are working on this plan now. 

The timescale for the developments is not yet known and any Section 75 money 

coming from the developers which would be used to address the issue will only 

come through on a phased basis according to completion of sales.  

 

It was noted that the development at Agilent will ultimately lead to £1M being made 

available for QPS, St Margaret’s and Dalmeny.   

 

KM noted that there will be an impact on QPS although that is as yet unknown and 

that she is keeping close to this and will ensure that QPS is part of the consultation 

process.  The Council have a duty to discuss proposals with the affected area but 

there is likely to be a delay due to the General Election. 

 

4. Report from KM 

KM gave an update on the introduction of free school lunches for P1-P3.  They do 

start the lunch break a little earlier to accommodate this and they are continuing to 

monitor how children are getting on.  KM emphasised that they have a lot of staff in 

the lunch hall to encourage eating and help the children and that the staff are doing 

a great job with this.  

 

The school roll is currently 398 and they are beginning the planning process for the 

next academic year following the P1 enrolment in November 2014.  The school is 

planning for an intake of 60 pupils into P1 which will continue to be managed as 2 

classes: 1 of 25 and 1 of 35 with two teachers. 

 

KM advised that there has been a water leak from the roof leading to water ingress 

in the Upper Stages and travelling down to the Middle Stages outside Classroom 8.  

Corporate Property Services are now liaising with the contractors.  The school’s 

Business Manager is monitoring the situation. 



There was also a leak from a water tank in the Early Stages and over the February 

holiday this was replaced.  Two further tanks have been identified as needing 

upgrading. 

 

The school had a Quality Improvement visit on 22 January and one is also scheduled 

for the Nursery.  Two QI officers spent time in the school.   

KM noted that we have a really good selection of Pupil Groups working hard across 

the school on various initiatives: 

 The Pupil Council helped with writing questions to help us talk to our teachers 

about our learning, ongoing identification of important issues for the children 

and the organisation of Topsy Turvy Tuesday.  

 Eco Committee is focusing on litter in the playground and recycling in the dinner 

hall. 

 Junior Road Safety Officers are leading work on winter safety rules. 

 House Captains played a key role in the theme for House Morning and working 

with P7 clubs. 

 Playground Group are planning for developments in the playgrounds and are 

liaising with the PTA and sharing information with their classes.  It was noted that 

the PTA are in the process of applying for funding for a number of items for the 

playgrounds.  

 

5. Outdoor learning 

Outdoor learning continues to be explored and the PTA are working really hard to 

secure funding to progress this.  An update will be given at the next meeting. 

  

6. Patron author 

KM asked whether the Parent Council would be able to fund a patron author coming 

to the school.  AK will investigate this and go back to KM directly.  

 

7. Competition in school 

KM advised that the school is involved in a number of competitions both with the 

cluster schools and within Edinburgh such as football, basketball and volleyball.  It 

was also noted that there is an excellent offering through the Active Schools Co-

ordinator. 

The format of the senior sports day was discussed and a number of suggestions were 

made which KM will discuss with Miss Brown.  

 

8. Any other Business 
The next meeting will be the AGM when new office bearers will need to be appointed. 

Proposed date of next meeting:  19 May but to be confirmed  


