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Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we move towards half term, we have lots of news to share with you. 

School Inspection   Our report has now been published and we’re delighted that the Inspection team validated 

the work of our school community so positively.  We have appreciated all your messages following the 

publication. 

Staffing   I’d like to share with you that Mr Colin Hemphill, our school janitor, will be retiring on Monday 22nd 

February.   Colin is well loved by our school community and we will certainly miss him – but we’re happy that his 

days won’t start so early or be so long!   We’d like to thank him for the 9 years of service he has given our 

school and wish him a long and happy retirement. 

The Year of the Dad   The group of P6 pupils (Isla, Fiona, Annie, Elliot, Jed, Erin, Laura, Connor, Sophie and 

Zac) who wrote ‘Song for Dad’ attended the official launch of the ‘Year of the Dad’ at Edinburgh Zoo on Sunday 

24th January.   We have been so impressed by the children’s thoughts, ideas and creativity which has resulted 

in this wonderful song.  As well as writing the song with Jed from Fischy Music, the process was recorded and a 

video made.  This can be viewed at:  http://www.yearofthedad.org/song_for_dad 

Scots Week                                                                                                                                                                                              

We enjoyed another very successful Scots week and celebrating Robert Burns’                                                              

birthday with our traditional activities.  On Friday morning our school gym hall became                                                 

the venue for our Burns Supper.  Haggis, neeps, tatties (piped in and with full addresses                                                 

and toasts from P7 pupils) was enjoyed by our P4 to P7 pupils. 

The final of our recitation competitions followed and P1 to P3 joined us for this. 

Congratulations to the winners of our recitation competitions:  

P4 and P5 Winner         Abbie Morrison  2nd place       Grace MacPherson 

3rd place     Christopher Carson 4th place       Zaki Mansouri  5th place Emily Squires 

P6 and P7  Winner         Ryan Thompson   2nd place       Robbie McBride 

3rd place      Annie Pryde   4th place       Abbie Garmany 

The children make such an effort to learn and then perform their poems and song – we are always impressed by 

this.  
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A special thanks to all of the children who entertained us on the afternoon of the semi-final and on Friday 

morning.  This always adds to the occasion – thank you to Fiona Rhodes, Abbie Garmany, Saoirse Homan, Owen 

Saunders, Kyle Dalton and James Dunnett. 

And thanks also to P3 who sang a wonderful rendition of Sam the Skull! 

On Friday night our PTA hosted their annual Family Ceilidh on Friday evening – a huge thank you to them for 

this.  It was a lovely family event and enjoyed by everyone there. 

House Morning    Our next House Morning will be Friday 12th February and the theme will be co-operation.  

Children from different classes will have opportunities to learn and play with each other.  As on previous house 

mornings, children may come to school in their house colours.  As always, please note that this is not a non-

uniform morning or an opportunity to wear jeans.  Children can come in tops of their house colours or in school 

uniform.  Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Our new website and Twitter account   Many thanks to all of you who have visited our new website and who are 

now following us @QueensferryPS.   We are aiming to build up our use of Twitter as a means of sharing school 

life with you and as part of this, we’d like to share children’s photos.  Although you may have previously given 

consent for your child’s photo to be used in school, I’d like to confirm this again as we are now using this 

platform.  The form attached to this newsletter asks for permission to be given for different purposes so 

please take time to read this over and confirm your permission.  Please note that our policy will only be to use 

first names associated with photos on our website and Twitter.  If you’d like to chat over this with me, do get 

in touch.                                                                                                                                             

We’d appreciate if the form could be returned to school as soon as possible and then a register will be kept.  

You won’t be asked to complete this again. 

School Crossing Guide                                                                                                                                                            

We’ve been informed that Mrs Forrest won’t be on duty under the bridge from 3-10th March.  One guide will 

still be on duty but please discuss safety at this crossing with your child/children.  Thank you. 

Book Fair Week                                                                                                                                                            

Week beginning Monday 29th February will be our reading focus week.   During that week there will be our 

annual Book Fair in school and the children will be able to visit and buy a book.  (World Book Day vouchers will 

come in to school and can be used towards purchases.)  An information letter about this will come home soon. 

Travel Plan and Survey                                                                                                                                                         

Thank you to everyone who has already completed this.   The closing date is Friday 5th February.                                                      

There are on-going concerns about parents parking on double yellow lines around our school – particularly on 

Rosebery Avenue.  Please respect these road safety measures. 

A message from our Active School Coordinator:                                                                                                                        

Do you have a keen interest in cycling?  Cycle training is the most effective way of keeping people safe when 

cycling and is an important life skill.  Therefore every P6 in the city must receive Bikeability training as part of 

our Active Travel Action Plan.  There is a valuable opportunity for staff or parents/relatives from each school 



 

 

to undertake a free 6 hour Cycle Training Assistant Course to allow them to deliver the training to all P6 pupils 

in their own school.  This year, funding has been granted for a mentor to support that delivery and their role 

will be to oversee the maintenance of bikes to ensure they are road safe as well as supervise and support the 

newly trained staff with their delivery.  Please express your interest and preferred course to your own school 

as soon as possible as courses book up fast, and your school will pass on details to me.  Bikeability sessions for 

our school are Monday 07 March, Monday 14 March, Tuesday 15 March.  

Thank you and I look forward to working with the nominated individuals.  H Brownlee, Active Schools 

Coordinator,   heather.brownlee@ea.edin.sch.uk 

And finally:   P1 and P7 Dental Checks                                                                                                                                          

Letters will come home about these today.  Please note the date for this is Thursday 10th March.   

I hope you enjoy the half term break with your family.                                                                                                                  

Yours sincerely,        

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                            
Head Teacher 
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February 

M T W Th F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29       

 

March 

M T W Th F S S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

 

5      P6C’s Assembly  parents are invited 

8      SSPCA are in school – workshops and assembly  

9      Swimming begins for P4Mc and P4W/B 

10     PTA Valentine’s Disco 

11     P7 Parents’ Meeting – transition to QCHS 

12     House Morning 

Half Term begins at 12.20pm and 12.35pm on 12th February 

22    All resume    This is Mr Hemphill’s last day. 

23     Vista photographs today for P1 and P7.  Sports team 

photos and Young Scot Cards for P7. 

29    Reading Focus Week in school - Joan Lennon will be in 

school.  The Book Fair is in school this week too. 

 

 

1-3  Book Fair in school 

1     3.30pm  Ardmay House Meeting 

1     6.30pm - Rotary Club quiz for our P7 team  

1     6.30pm – Parent Council Meeting 

4     Mother’s Day Assembly  

7     Bike Safety checks for P6 today 

8     6.30pm – PTA Meeting 

10    P1 and P7 Dental checks in school 

11     P6L’s Assembly  parents are invited 

15    Parents’ Evening 

17    Parents’ Evening 

21    Ardmay – residential visit for P5 

24    1.30pm  Easter Service in church 

The term ends at 2.45pm/3.25pm for pupils. 

The new term begins on Monday 11th April. 

 


