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Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                

Welcome back to school – I hope you enjoyed the October break with your families.  We have lots to share with 

you as we plan for the Autumn/Winter term. 

Staffing update   Mrs Paterson and Miss Leithead have celebrated very special occasions this month!  

Following their weddings, Mrs Paterson is now Mrs Denver while Miss Leithead will be Mrs Leithead-McLevy 

(most likely Mrs Leithead to the children!).  We send our congratulations to them and to their new husbands. 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

Mrs Sprason is now on maternity leave and we look forward to hearing good news soon which we will share with 

you.  We welcome Mrs Anderson back with us on Thursdays and Fridays. 

Miss Brown   I’d also like to share with you that Miss Brown will retire at the end of December.   Miss Brown 

has been a member of our school team for more than 20 years and has offered the children so much in the gym 

hall, on the field, after school and across many aspects of school life!  Before we had Active Schools 

Coordinators, she planned opportunities for the children in Cluster schools to meet and play with, and against, 

each other, she has coached volleyball very successfully and many pupils have enjoyed success beyond primary 

school due to her coaching  - and she also leaves us a huge legacy of ceilidh dancing!   We will miss her but we 

are delighted that she will now have more time for herself and her own interests.  We’d like to thank her very 

much for such a significant commitment to our school. 

Students   We currently have a number of Post Graduate education students in school.  We’d like to warmly 

welcome Ms Colburn (P7T), Ms Conway (P7C), Mr Shields (P6T), Ms Hunter (P6L), Ms Zaman (P5B), Ms Tait 

(P3Mc) and Ms Ho (P2L).   All of our students spent time in class prior to their placements starting on Monday 

24th October. 

Harvest Thank you   A HUGE thank you to everyone who contributed to our Harvest tables.  The Edinburgh 

North West Foodbank really appreciated such generous donations.  We received a lovely letter of thanks from 

them and a note to say that the total donated was 427.4kg! 

House Morning   House Morning was a really positive and engaging morning – Mrs McLean and our Eco Group 

shared with us UNICEF 17 Global Goals for Sustainable Development and how this links with our work in school. 

Our Eco Group are going to help us make a difference!   Everyone then had opportunities to take part in Eco 

activities. 

PTA My thanks to the PTA who hosted a lovely MacMillan Coffee Morning in September and raised £263.47. 
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Planning for our new P1 intake   We are already planning for next year’s intake!  Wednesday 2nd November is 

our Primary Schools Open Day and we will be welcoming new parents and children for tours of our school and 

talks from Mrs McLean and myself.  These take place at 9.30am and 2pm. 

P1 registration is then the following week – and parents can register from Monday 7th to Thursday 10th 

November.  Notices are in our nursery which give details of time. 

P7 Camp   P7 returned from camp on the Friday before the October break.  We are already enjoying all of 

their stories of challenge and fun at Benmore!  My thanks as always to the staff who give up so much time to 

plan and lead residential experiences.  This camp was attended by Mrs McLean, Mr Carson, Mrs McGachie (our 

Business Manager), Mrs Thomson and James Cowie who is a former rugby coach (and who also accompanied this 

year group to Ardmay).                                                                                                                                                  

From Mrs McLean:  “It was a delight to be with our P7s at Benmore as they all tried their very best and really 

challenged themselves.  They were a real credit to themselves and our school.” 

ICT Responsible Use   Keeping our children safe online is a key responsibility which we share.   Working with 

the Pupil Council, we have an agreed contract which the children are talking about in class.  For your 

information, this is shared at the end of this newsletter.   We are currently planning an Internet Safety 

evening for parents.  This will be in January or February – I’ll share the date with you as soon as this is 

confirmed. 

City of Edinburgh Council Consultation on Out of School Care    Statement from the Council:                       

Do you use or are you interested in using out of school care? Do issues around out of school care affect your 

family life?  Following our consultation with parents, carers, young people and out of school care providers, a 

report has been compiled to explore thoughts, concerns and aspirations around out of school care. If you are 

interested in accessing this report, please go to the following link: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ce/EarlyYears/  and search for Out of School Care  

Travel Plan update   Our active breakfast was a huge success!  88 children and adults attended and this really 

helped kick start the new iBike initiative and promote active travel.  P5 have started their work with Sustrans 

and we are planning for P6 bikeability training too. 

Thank you to the families who responded to my Walking Bus letter.  However there was a very tiny response of 

only 5 families over the two proposed starting points and therefore we won’t be moving forward with this.   We 

will continue to promote positive travel messages and we are about to start a Park Smart campaign.  This will be 

led by our Junior Road Safety Officers (along with myself, Mr Carson and our Parent Council.)   The children 

will be able to tell you more about this after Friday’s assembly. 

Pupil Council                                                                                                                            

Our P2 & P3 and our P4 to P7 Pupil Council have been looking at resources for our Outdoor Classroom – and we 

have quite a list!   At our next meetings we will be looking at catalogues.  But we also have a plea for home - if 

you have any old dressing up clothes or comics/books then these would be appreciated.  The children in P2 and 

P3 would like these to use at playtimes and lunchtimes.  Please send them in to me and then the Pupil Council will 

organise boxes.  Thank you.  

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ce/EarlyYears/


 

 

Website and Twitter   Please remember that our school Twitter account shares school life with you and our 

school website too – the Homework and Big Maths sections may be of interest to you.  We will be adding to the 

website throughout the year and I’ll draw this to your attention. 

Loose Parts Our shed full of ‘stuff’ to play with continues to be a highlight of lunchtimes and Privilege Times.  

Please do remember us when you are recycling at home.   These are some of the items we are currently looking 

for: 

 Clothes pegs – these are perfect for quickly clipping fabric when building dens or for costumes 

 Buckets – for making a drum or having a seat! 

 Milk crates – great for building a tower, seats for a den and holding poles for den making 

 Old suitcases – for role play and storage 

 Garden canes and broom poles – very multi-purpose and again would help with dens and creating structures! 

 Rubbish bins and brooms – to help with noise making and tidying up! 

 Old clothes and hats – for dressing up and role-play 

 Trinkets and tins – these can become treasure! 

 Any old household items such as computer keyboards, pots, pans, cutlery, trays, old phones - children love everyday 
items to help make their play real! 

We’re also on the lookout for  

 Old traffic cones and signs  

 Tarpaulin  

 Cardboard 

 Guttering 

 Tyres 

 Rope 

Toilet refurbishment   We are delighted that all of the children’s toilets within nursery and school are being 

updated.   This 12 week programme of work has started and should finish early in the new year.  The work is 

being phased so that the children still have access to toilets within each of their areas. 

Absence in term time                                                                                                                   

I’ve had many requests for absence over this term and so wanted to share again the position about authorised 

and unauthorised absence.  There are agreed circumstances which can permit absence in school time being 

authorised.  If a request complies with this then the leave is approved.   If it doesn’t then the period of 

absence will be recorded as unauthorised.  You may find this link useful: 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2003/07/edc05/1 

An extract from this: 

Family Holidays During Term Time 

16. The majority of family holidays taken during term time should be categorised as unauthorised absence. 

17. A family holiday classified under the 'authorised absence' category should not include such reasons as: 

 The availability of cheap holidays 

 The availability of desired accommodation 

 Poor weather experienced during school holidays 

We’ll be approaching local businesses for some of these and so 

if you know of a good contact, please let us know. 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2003/07/edc05/1


 

 

 Holidays which overlap the beginning or end of term 

 Parental difficulty obtaining leave (with local judgement applied in cases where evidence is provided by the 

employer that it cannot accommodate leave during school holidays without serious consequences). 

As all circumstances are different, please do write to me or call to speak to me about your situation if you 

would find this useful. 

Flu Immunization Reminder   A reminder that our day is Wednesday 16th November. 

We’ve also been asked to share this important update from NHS Lothian: 

Measles infection in Lothian 

Measles cases have been confirmed in Lothian over the past month in teenagers and young adults. 

Please do not send your child to school if they have any symptoms suggestive of measles infection. 

Symptoms 

The symptoms of measles include fever, lethargy, runny nose, conjunctivitis, cough and a red, blotchy rash which 

starts at the head spreading over the chest and limbs. The rash generally fades within ten days.   

If your child has developed symptoms suggestive of measles, you should keep your child at home and contact 

your General Practitioner for further advice by phone (or NHS24 if out of hours on tel. 111).   

This is very important in order to avoid the spread of measles to other people. 

People with measles are infectious from around five days before the rash appears until four days after the rash 

appears and should self isolate at home during this time. 

MMR 

The best protection against measles is two doses of MMR.  

http://www.immunisationscotland.org.uk/vaccines-and-diseases/mmr.aspx 

NHS Lothian Health Protection Team October 2016 

 

And finally we will be taking part in Children in Need Day on Friday 18th November – more information about 

this will come home. 

I look forward to seeing you at our parents’ evenings in November. 

Yours sincerely, 

Karen MacGregor 

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                          

Head Teacher 
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4     October Swimming begins for P5B        

7     House Morning  

10    Benmore for P7 pupils. 

11    PTA Meeting in school (6.30pm) 

12    Skills for Bills for P6 (financial education day) 

14    P3B/W’s Assembly (parents are invited) 

17 to 24 October – Midterm break (children resume on 

Tuesday 25th October) 

27 & 28   P7 visit to the Poppy Factory  

31    P6 visit New Lanark 

1      NSPCC Assembly in school and workshops (P6 and P7) 

2     Our School Open Day (for new P1 families)                    

2      PTA disco in the evening 

4      P5B’s Assembly (parents are invited) 

7      Registration begins for new P1 pupils     

8      P7 are visiting the Graveyard with Rev. Cameron                 

8 and 10   Parents’ Evenings                                          

11     Remembrance Service led by P7 (parents are invited) 

15     Parent Council Meeting (6.30pm) 

16     Flu Immunization Day 

18     Children in Need Day 

22     P6T begin their swimming block 

24     Our choir will be singing at Christmas in Queensferry 

25     P2L’s Assembly (parents are invited) 

 

   

 



 

 

 

 
Pupil Technology and Internet Responsible Use Contract (P4 to P7) 

 
At Queensferry Primary School we want you to use technology and the Internet to help you learn.  All the 
adults working with you will help to keep you safe but there can be some risks, so we need you to behave 
responsibly at all times.  By signing this contract, you agree to use technology and the Internet responsibly 
and to keep yourself eSafe. 

 

I will not reveal personal details about myself or others, such as address or telephone number, 
and must not arrange meetings with anyone I meet on line. 

I will use nicknames and avatars online to keep my personal information safe. 

I will keep my passwords safe and private. 

If I see something on my screen that makes me uncomfortable I will report it immediately. 

I will not browse websites which are not part of the lesson. 

I understand that bullying of any kind through the Internet, mobile devices, phones or 
computers in school will not be tolerated. 

I will not open an attachment unless I know who sent it. 

I will only download or upload files with my teacher’s permission. 

I will check copyright permissions with an adult before copying or using materials from the 
Internet. 

I will never use a social website in school (unless this is an agreed school site). 

If I bring a mobile phone to school it must be kept safely with the school office or a Pupil 
Support Assistant. 

Handheld electronic devices such as PSP or Nintendo should not be brought into school (I 
know that Queensferry Primary School has no responsibility for the loss or damage of any 
electronic devices which I bring in.) 

I may only use a camera or video in school or on a trip with permission from a member of staff. 

I will never use a camera or video in the playground. 

I will look after ICT equipment carefully and report any damage immediately. 

 
ICT Responsible Use Policy  P1 to P3 

 

I will only go on sites and games my teacher tells me to. 

I know I should be with an adult when I am using the internet. 

I know I should tell an adult when I feel worried about something I see on the computer or iPad. 

I will not put my full name, address or telephone number on any computer or iPad. 

I will look after ICT equipment carefully and I will let my teacher know if it is damaged. 

I know how to be safe when using ICT and will follow these rules. 

 


