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Dear Parents and Carers,     

I’d like to start our newsletter with the lovely news that Mrs Leithead’s baby girl was born at the start of 

October.  Imogen is doing well and we are looking forward to her first visit to school with mum! 

School refurbishment and extension                                                                                                                                     

We are nearing the conclusion of this work and we valued your positive comments during our recent open 

evening for parents – we are really pleased with the new and refurbished rooms.  Children, families and 

staff are now looking at the development of play within our playground. 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Welcome Back event in October.  My presentation on home 

learning is on our school website:  https://queensferryps.wordpress.com/homework/ 

Our home learning policy is being finalised and we will make clear to you those activities which we suggest 

will support you and your child to practise learning from school at home and those activities which must be 

completed and returned to school as part of class work.  We recommend that every child reads or is read 

to every day. 

News from classes: 

 In the week before the October break, our P7s enjoyed another amazing week at Benmore taking 

part in a range of outdoor learning.  This is always such an incredible experience for the children, 

and we loved seeing photos and hearing stories when the children returned.  My thanks to all the 

staff who planned, coordinated these events and who went with the children. 

 P7 pupils also enjoyed a range of outdoor learning nearer to home.  This included den building and 

fire building in the Ferry Glen, kayaking at Port Edgar and climbing Cockleroy Hill at Beecraigs. 

 Children in P2/3H visited Lauriston Castle and had a great day exploring there and this included 

dressing up as the new lords and ladies of the castle!  

 Children in P2H and P2Y created amazing models of our community inspired by their walks in our 

town.  They loved sharing these with their families. 

 P6 have learned from others during workshops with students from Edinburgh University on DNA 

and inheritance and when making Diwali lanterns with art teachers from Art for All UK. 
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 P5 pupils learned more about life in Scotland during the Scottish Wars of Independence as part of 

their visit to Bannockburn. 

 A huge thank you to our PTA and to our kitchen team who made Halloween special for the children.  

As always, the discos were enjoyed by the children and we loved the costumes, make up and 

dancing!   Our dinner ladies created an amazing spread of spooky treats which delighted the 

children. 

 P7s will lead us in a special Remembrance Assembly on Friday.   They have visited local war graves 

to learn more about the history of our service men and women within our community. 

 We all learned about important safety skills during the NSPCC presentations and workshops.  Please 

do ask your child about Speak Out, Stay Safe.  This information was shared with us for parents and 

carers: 

SHARE AWARE 

A resource for parents aimed at keeping children safe on social networks – information here 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/ 

UNDERWEAR RULE 

The NSPCC Schools Service recently visited our school to provide the children with key messages about 

keeping safe.  It can be beneficial for these messages to be reinforced at home. The NSPCC has developed 

some guides for all parents of primary school aged children to speak to your child about keeping safe – 

called the Underwear rule.  

You can find guides to the Underwear Rule to help you have simple conversations about keeping safe from 

abuse at www.nspcc.org.uk/underwear 

You can speak to an advisor for further advice or request a hard-copy guide for parents and carers by 

phoning the NSPCC Helpline on 0808 800 5000. You can also visit www.nspcc.org.uk/parents for other 

advice on keeping your child safe. 

School Business Manager                                                                                                                                                      

Mrs Eileen Grant has been appointed as our new Business Manager and we would like to welcome her to 

the school team.  She started with us last Tuesday. 

New Health Resource                                                                                                                                                            

I have attached to this newsletter information from the Council regarding a new resource about 

Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood Education which Edinburgh schools are beginning to use. 

Assemblies with opportunities for Religious Observance   2019/2020                                                      

Throughout the year there will also be opportunities for pupils to take part in religious observance in 
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school at assembly or in church.   These school assemblies will be led by Rev. David Cameron in conjunction 

with me or Mrs McLean.  The dates for this session are: 

Friday 29th November  Assembly      

Friday 20th December  Christmas Service in church 

Friday 6th March  Assembly 

Friday 3rd April   Easter Service in church 

Friday 22nd May  Assembly  

Thursday 26th June  Summer Service in church 

Now that we have our school hall open again for assemblies, we are finalising our programme.  Class 

assemblies for P1 to P6 will be planned between January and June and we will share these with you soon. 

If you have any questions about our assemblies, please contact school.  Thank you. 

Dress Down Day                                                                                                                                                                  

Friday 15th November will be a dress down or dress up day with all donations going to Bliss.  Bliss supports 

premature babies and their families.   Kaly in P4’s baby brother was born 6 weeks early and was supported 

in the special care unit in St John’s.  Kaly has been raising funds with special events including a bridge walk.  

We are further supporting her efforts.   

Polling Station                                                                                                                                                                      

A reminder that we are closed to pupils on Thursday 12th December as the school is being used as a polling 

station. 

PTA Christmas Fair   Friday 6th December                                                                                                                       

We are really looking forward to our Christmas Fair.  On that evening I will be running my bottle stall and 

would really appreciate your kind donations – this can be any bottle (from shampoo to whisky) so please 

start saving for me!  Thank you.                                                                                                                                  

Donations can be sent to school during the week beginning Monday 2nd December. 

The PTA is also seeking a range of contributions – please see their flyers.   

We look forward to seeing as many families as possible coming along to support the PTA who work very 

hard to raise funds for our pupils. 

Christmas Show                                                                                                                                                                      

It is now a Queensferry tradition that we celebrate Christmas with a show from Macastory!   We are 

looking forward to welcoming them back on Friday 13th December when they will perform their own 

unique show for us.  The cost again is only £1 per child and this needs to be paid via ParentPay by Monday 



 

 

9th December.  On this day, the children (and staff!) are invited to wear Christmas jumpers, festive hats 

and/or add some tinsel or reindeer antlers to their uniform!  This is all just for fun.    Thank you.    

                 

December dates are included in our calendar.  Party dates are still to be confirmed so these will come 

home as soon as possible. For these parties, children can come dressed in their party clothes or bring a 

change of clothes.   

We would appreciate if you could check your Parent Pay account for any outstanding payments.  Please 

remember that should you find the cost of any activity or event difficult, you can contact me or Mrs 

McLean to discuss this. 

If you would like to speak with me then I can be contacted through the school office or via my email 

address:karen.macgregor@queensferry-pri.edin.sch.uk 

I look forward to seeing you at many of the events planned over the next two months. 

Best wishes, 

Karen MacGregor  

Karen MacGregor                                                                                                                                                                  

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For news and updates about school life, please follow 

us on our school Twitter account @QueensferryPS 
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November 

M T W Th F S S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

 

December 

M T W Th F S S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 

4     Registration Week for new P1 children 

5     Speak Out, Stay Safe assemblies and workshops 

for P6 and P7 

5     PTA Meeting (6.30pm) 

7     P5 visit Bannockburn 

8     Remembrance Assembly (led by our P7 pupils) 

11   Road Safety Magic Show for P1 and P2 pupils 

12 and 14    Parents’ Evenings 

13   P7 pupils have workshops led by Tree of 

Knowledge 

13    Statutory Consultation Event for the catchment 

review (6.30pm in our school hall) 

14    P4 and P6 begin workshops and practical 

sessions led by Hearts FC (outdoor kits are needed) 

15    Dress Down/Dress Up Day for Bliss 

2     Our Choir will sing at the Dome 

3     P4T begin their swimming lessons at QCHS 

6     Christmas Fair this evening (from 6pm) 

9     Dress Rehearsal for the P1 and P2 nativity 

10   P3 visit to the High School to see a Christmas 
Show by drama students 

10    Performance for families – 1.30pm 

11   Performance for families – 9.30am 

11   P7 rehearsal at QCHS (pm) in preparation for 
the High School Christmas Concert (6pm) 

12   General Election – school closed to pupils as our 
building is used as a Polling Station 

13   Festive Friday Macastory Christmas jumpers 

16   Class parties this week – details will come home 

16    Bible Alive – Christmas theme for P6 

16    P7 are attending a Cluster Ceilidh at QCHS (pm) 



 

 

19    Parent Council (6.30pm) 

20    P3 visit to Leyden Farm  

20    P7 rehearsal for the High School Christmas 

Concert 

21    Babcock Engineering Festival for a group of P6 

and P7 pupils 

28    P7 Art of Listening events at the Hub 

28    Our Choir will sing at Christmas in Queensferry 

29    Assembly with Rev. Cameron (theme of 

Advent) 

 

 

18    P7 Ceilidh (6.30pm) 

19    Violin concert for P4 to P7 (families of violinists 
are invited – time will be confirmed) 

20    Church service this morning 

Term ends at 12 noon 

 


