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Key principles                                                                                                                                                                                 
Top education researchers tell us that homework has little impact for primary age pupils, unless it 
requires children to rehearse and practice.  
   
The most recent research from the Education Endowment Foundation agrees on the following: 

• that overall, homework in primary schools does not appear to lead to large increases in 
learning;  

• that effective homework is associated with greater parental involvement and support;  

• that the broader evidence base suggests that short focused tasks or activities which relate 
directly to what is being taught, and which are built upon in school, are likely to be more 
effective than regular daily homework;  

• that the purpose of homework should be made clear to children. 
 

With these principles in mind, a consideration of pilot homework projects over the last two to three 
years, and a clear desire to work in partnership with our families, we have updated our homework 
policy to a home learning policy.   
 
Parents play a crucial role in supporting their child’s learning, and levels of parental engagement are                                                               
consistently associated with better academic outcomes. 
 
Why home learning?                                                                                                                                                               

Learning is fun!  Work can be a chore.  Our home learning is intended to develop our pupils' 
excitement and passion for their learning and to help parents support their children at home. 

 
We are now calling it home learning, as the learning is more important than the work. 

 
Our policy also continues to recognise the value and constraints of family time and the need for 
children to have time to play and enjoy free time and to take part in clubs, sports and hobbies. 
 
Our home learning routines                                                                                                                                                 
Four times a year, we share the children’s key learning with families in termly overviews.  Linked 
with this will be age and stage appropriate activities which will enhance the children’s 
understanding.   These will be shared either as part of the termly overview or within a home learning 
grid.   This may be linked to the children’s individual, as well as class, targets. 
 
We share routines and expectations with children and parents and ensure that all children have 
access to resources needed. 
 
We share the children’s learning journey jotters so that parents can talk to their children about 
progress and next steps.    
 
Most tasks will focus on opportunities to repeat/rehearse and practice as we know this deepens 
learning and understanding.  Key skills such as learning sounds, spelling patterns, number bonds and 
timetables can be practised at home.   
 
We believe that reading should be part of a child's daily routine.  If this isn’t set by the teacher, our 
recommendation would be that every child, every night has the opportunity to read or be read to. 
As the children move through school, we will offer increased opportunities for the children (with or 
without the support of parents) to enjoy spending time on an extended task (for example a design or 
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personal project) as this allows children to develop their creativity and their independent learning 
skills.   
 
Home learning in December and June will continue to be ‘challenges’ focused on choice and fun!  
Recent challenges have included family activities, tasks based on our school values and opportunities 
to play and learn in the outdoors. 
 
We don’t provide home learning activities when children are taken out of school for family holidays.  
We support children to catch up on their return to school. 
 
Examples of home learning grids: 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Suggest home learning activities to support your child this term… 

• Discover three new poets and try to describe their style of writing.  Do you like it? Can you copy 

it? 

• Read something new every week. 

• Find out about children’s bank accounts.  Are they all the same or are there some more attractive 

than others?  Why? 

• Make a list of any time you see decimals in real life.  Money is an easy one, but where else can 

you spot them? 

• Go shopping with an adult.  Look at some special offers; are they worth it?  Can you find ways to 

save money on a shopping?   

• Some room for your own ideas… 

•   

•   

•  


