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Each year we evaluate the work of our school and plan forward.   In Session 2016/2017 our identified 
areas of development were: 

 Continue to raise attainment in Numeracy and Maths (and Literacy and English)   
 Develop French as part of the 1+2 initiative 
 Enhance opportunities for learning in the outdoors and in the community   
 Enhance the use of digital technologies 

 
Significant progress was made and this summary provides an overview of key achievements & next steps. 

 
Continue to raise attainment in Numeracy and Maths (and Literacy and English)   
Across the school children are making very good progress in their learning.  We use very active approaches 
to motivate the children and support their learning.   

 More opportunities for play and maths for enjoyment activities have been planned and numeracy 
rich environments have been created.  Numeracy and Maths planning across the curriculum and in 
real life contexts has also been enhanced.    

 The Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning (SEAL) is continuing to impact on success and confidence 
in numeracy from nursery to P4.  Numeracy skills and an understanding of mathematical concepts 
have improved. 

 We use a wide range of data to look closely at the children’s attainment and plan next steps from 
this.  Most pupils have attained national expectations in Numeracy and Maths and in Literacy and 
English.  

 We have a wide range of resources to support learning and have flexible achievement groups.  Our 
team of Pupil Support Assistants ably support in class. 
 

This is what we plan to do this year: 

 Continue to enhance and embed approaches particularly through play and real materials. 

 Promote ‘applying’ strategies to problem solving activities. 

 Extend SEAL to P5 and beyond.  Promote positive attitudes to numeracy and maths. 
 

Develop French as part of the 1+2 initiative 

 French has been introduced from Nursery and a sense of fun is promoted to help children learn.   

 All staff are using the progression plan created by our Cluster 1+2 group to support learning. 

 A range of new resources have been introduced to support teaching. 

 The children are showing increased confidence and knowledge of the language. 

 Feedback from pupils has shown that the children enjoy learning a new language, they love the 
songs and the videos and lots of time to practise!   
 

This is what we plan to do this year: 

 Continue to embed French and plan for the introduction of Spanish (at P5-P7). 
 

      

            



Enhance opportunities for learning in the outdoors and in the community 

 In nursery, all the children have had increased opportunities and access to outdoor learning.  This 
has included the introduction of Forest Kindergarten.  Time spent in the forest is well supported by 
parents and carers and loved by the children. 

 In school, staff see free and planned outdoor play impacting on social skills and problem solving.   
Our pupils have an increased ownership of our community and increased opportunities to learn 
outside – using the playground, Outdoor Classroom, the Rose Garden, Ferry Glen and VAT Run as 
key spaces.  Additional opportunities such as the iBike initiative and the playground markings for 
bikes/scooters have also enhanced learning opportunities.    

 Our pupils can give many examples of how we use our community and spaces for learning.  They 
can describe how our town is unique and provides many contexts for our learning as well as spaces 
to learn and play in. 
 

This is what we plan to do this year: 

 Continue to build on free flow play outdoors at the Early Level.    This focus will be                                                                
reflected in the plans for our new classrooms. 

 Key outdoor progressive learning experiences will be planned within each term.    
 

Enhance the use of digital technologies 

 We have a wide range of technology for the children to play with and learn through.  In nursery, 
broken technologies for play has helped children explore equipment.   

 The use of guided access on the iPad has improved focus for P1 and there is an increased 
confidence and independence at all stages across the school.  All of this has boosted and enhanced 
learning in numeracy and literacy - the children are also able to show their skills and their learning 
in different ways.    

 The increased bandwidth has impacted on ease and range of access.   Staff have chosen key apps 
and applications to enhance learning (Skoolbo, Seesaw, and Explain Everything as key examples) 
and Second Level pupils are accessing 365. 
 

      This is what we plan to do this year: 

 Update our vision for Digital Technologies 

 Plan for a progression in teaching Computing Science. 

 Continue to replenish key resources in line with the planned 
refresh. 

 
Priorities for Session 17/18 are planned in line with the National Improvement Framework.  These are: 

 Improvement in attainment, particularly in literacy and numeracy; 
 Closing the attainment gap between the most and least disadvantaged children; 
 Improvement in children and young people’s health and wellbeing; and 
 Improvement in employability skills and sustained, positive leaver destinations for all young people. 

 
Some of our other key initiatives to take these forward include: 

 Planning for the introduction of increased nursery hours for Session 18/19 
 Introduce the Building Resilience programme for all pupils in P1 to P7 
 Reviewing our approaches to reporting to parents and carers 
 Introducing the new Scottish National Standardised Assessments 
 Planning for the effective use of the Pupil Equity Fund 
 Refreshing our curriculum in Social Studies and Science – including planning for World of Work opportunities 

and raising the profile of STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths). 
 
We are also planning for a 4 class extension to our school building. 

We hope this leaflet is helpful and of interest to you. 
The Standards, Quality and Improvement Plan is available to parents and carers on 
https://queensferryps.wordpress.com/ or through the school office on 331 1349 
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